














































































































































THE EKLAVYA IAS ACADEMY Phone: 7506701541 / 7506701542 

 

OUR BRANCHES - DADAR (W), GHATKOPAR (E), CHEMBUR (E), NERUL (E), NEW PANVEL 

 

71 

 
Asian Games 2023, India Bag Gold With 2-1 Win Over 

Pakistan In Men’s Squash:- 

India won gold in the men's squash team event at the 

Asian Games after defeating Pakistan 2-1. In the last 

round of a closely contested competition, the side led by 

Abhav Singh outperformed their opponents. The best-of-

three tie began with Mahesh M losing in consecutive 

games to Nasir Iqbal - 8-11, 3-11, 2-11. However, Saurav 

Ghosal's 11-5, 11-1, 11-3 victory over Muhammad Asim 

brought the match to a close. The final between Abhay 

Singh and Noor Zaman went the distance, but the Indian 

won 11-7, 9-11, 7-11, 11-9, 12-10.  

 
Asian Games 2023, Shooters Prithviraj Tondaiman, 

Kynan Chenai, Zoravar Singh Sandhu Win Gold Medal In 

Men’s Trap :- 

The Indian men's team of Kynan Chenai, Zoravar Singh 

Sandhu, and Prithviraj Tondaiman won gold in the Trap 

event, continuing India's outstanding shooting streak in 

the Asian Games 2023. Earlier in the day, India took silver 

in the women's trap team shooting event. Rajeshwari 

Kumari, Manisha Keer, and Preeti Rajak came in second 

with 337 points, trailing China. Indian shooters 

performed admirably at the 2023 Asian Games, 

contributing considerably to the country's medal tally. 

This was redemption for the shooting team following 

their terrible result at the Olympics in Tokyo. 

 
Asian Games 2023: Tajinderpal Singh Toor Wins Shot 

Put Gold :- 

Tajinderpal Singh Toor, the defending shot put 

champion, won India's 12th gold medal at the Asian 

Games 2023 with a stunning throw of 20.36m.Tajinder 

made history by defending his 2018 title and becoming 

only the fourth Indian shot putter to win back-to-back 

Gold medals at the Games. With his final throw of 

20.36m, the Indian hero beat Saudi Arabia's Mohamed 

Daouda to the top award. India's Parduman Singh Brar 

(1954 and 1958), Joginder Singh (1966 and 1970) and 

Bahadur Singh Chouhan (1978 and 1982) were the three 

athletes to win back-to-back Gold medals in the shot put. 

 
Indian Men’s Football Team Wins SAFF Under-19 

Championship :- 

In football, India won the South Asian Football 

Federation (SAFF) Under-19 Championship after 

defeating Pakistan 3-0 in the finals at Kathmandu's 

Dashrath Rangasala Stadium. India's goals came from 

Manglenthang Kipgen and Gwgwmsar Goyary. Pakistan 

offered little threat to India's well-balanced team, which 
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dominated the game from the start. The first half 

finished goalless thanks to an excellent defensive 

performance by the Green Shirts, but they were unable 

to maintain the same effort throughout as India scored 

in the 64th minute. 

 
Asian Games 2023, Annu Rani wins gold in women’s 

javelin throw :- 

Annu Rani of India won the gold medal in the women's 

javelin throw with a throw of 62.92m at the Asian Games 

2023 in Hangzhou. She became the first Indian woman in 

Asian Games history to win a javelin gold medal. 

Nadeesha Dilhan Lekamge Hatarabage of Sri Lanka won 

silver with 61.57 meters while Huihui Lyu of China won 

bronze with 61.29 meters. Rani began her first effort 

with a 56.99m throw and followed it up with a 60+. Her 

61.28m throw in the second attempt put her in medal 

contention, but her 62.92m throw in the fourth attempt 

was enough for victory. 

 
Asian Games 2023, India Team wins archery mixed 

team compound gold:- 

Jyothi Surekha Vennam and Pravin Ojas Deotale of India 

won gold in the Compound Archery Mixed Team. The 

pair defeated So Chaewon and Joo Jaehoon of South 

Korea 159-158 at the Fuyang Yinhu Sports Centre Final 

Field to win their second gold medal in archery at the 

Asian Games in Hangzhou. This is the first gold for 

Archery in the ongoing Asian Games. The pair had moved 

to the semi-final after beating the Malaysian team by a 

scoreline of 158 – 155. The Recurve Mixed Team will also 

be in action and will compete for a medal. 

 
Asian Games 2023, Parul Chaudhary Wins 5000m Gold 

:- 

Parul Chaudhary won the women's 5000m to become 

the third Indian track & field athlete to win gold at the 

2023 Asian Games. Parul hung back for the majority of 

the race before pulling away from the pack, with Japan's 

Ririka Hironaka ahead of her. Parul has added to her 

silver medal from the 3000m steeplechase. Parul finished 

in 15:14.75 minutes. Parul's gold is India's third in track 

and field at the 2023 Asian Games, joining medalists 

Tajinderpal Singh Toor and Avinash Sable in the men's 

3000m steeplechase. 

 
Asian Games 2023, Neeraj Chopra Wins Gold In Javelin 

Throw :-  

World number one javelin thrower - India's Neeraj 

Chopra - claimed a gold medal with a season-best throw 

of 88.88m at the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou, China, 

creating yet another historic occasion. Chopra 

successfully defended his championship and maintained 

his world-leading position. He won the final throw with a 
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distance of 88.88 meters. President Droupadi Murmu 

took on X and congratulated Neeraj. She wrote, “I am 

delighted that India has won its highest ever number of 

medals in Asian Games." Apart from Neeraj, India's, 

Kishore Jena claims the silver medal with his best throw 

reaching 87.54 meters. 

 
Jyothi, Aditi, Parneet Strike Gold In Compound Archery 

At Asian Games :- 

Jyothi Surekha Vennam, Aditi Swami, and Parneet Kaur 

added to India's great archery performance at the Asian 

Games 2023. They won gold by one point over Yi-Hsuan 

Chen, I-Jou Huang, and Lu-Yun Wang of Chinese Taipei in 

a tense final. The Indian trio breezed through the 

qualifying rounds. Earlier, they started off by knocking 

over Hong Kong China in the quarterfinal and then made 

light work of Indonesia in the semis. Jyothi, who has 

already won a gold medal at the Games with Ojas Pravin 

Deotale in the compound archery mixed team event led 

India's charge along with Aditi Gopichand Swami.  

 
Asian Games 2023: Dipika Pallikal, Harinder Pal Sandhu 

clinch gold in Squash Mixed :- 

Dipika Pallikal and Harinder Pal Singh Sandhu of India 

made history when they became the first pair to win gold 

in the squash mixed doubles event at the Asian Games 

2023 in Hangzhou. At the Games, this was the first mixed 

doubles event. This was India's second team gold medal 

at the 19th Games, following the men's team's victory. In 

a nail-biting final, the Indians defeated Malaysians Aifa 

Binti Azman and Mohammad Kamal. In a battle of nerves, 

it was Dipika and Harinder who prevailed to take the last 

point and the gold medal with an 11-10, 11-10 victory. 

 
Indian Men’s Hockey Team Clinches Gold At Asian 

Games 2023 :- 

Harmanpreet Singh captained the Indian men's hockey 

team magnificently as they defeated defending 

champions Japan 5-1 to recapture Asian Games gold, 

their fourth in the continental showcase, and qualify for 

next year's Paris Olympics. The Indians, who had to settle 

for a bronze medal in the previous edition in Jakarta, 

earned their fourth Asian Games gold medal and their 

first since the 2014 Incheon event. India also won gold 

medals in 1966 and 1998, both in Bangkok. South Korea 

earned the bronze medal with a 2-1 victory over hosts 

China. 

 
Indian Women’s Kabaddi Team Clinches Gold At Asian 

Games 2023 :- 

India surpassed the milestone 100-medal mark at the 

Asian Games after the women's kabaddi team overcame 
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Chinese Taipei 26-25 in a thrilling final in Hangzhou, 

China. The same opponent held India to a 34-34 draw in 

the group stage, but the women in blue managed to run 

down the clock with a one-point victory at the end of the 

top game. Pooja's great raid gave the Indian team a 14-9 

lead at halftime. After the action resumed, it increased 

its lead to seven points until Chinese Taipei scored five 

consecutive points.  

 
Jyothi Surekha Vennam wins Gold in Women’s Archery 

at Asian Games 2023 :- 

Jyothi Surekha Vennam of India won gold in the women's 

compound archery event at the 19th Asian Games. The 

rising Indian archer defeated Chaewon So of South Korea 

by a score of 149-145. Vennam now holds three gold 

medals in total with her victory, including archery 

compound women's team and mixed team compound 

archery medals. Meanwhile, Aditi Gopichand also 

secured silver in the women's compound archery, 

defeating Indonesia's Ratih Zilizati Fadhly by a margin of 

146-140. 

 
Asian Games 2023 Final Medals Tally: India records its 

best-ever haul, China tops with 201 gold medals :- 

India’s campaign at the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou 

ended with 28 gold, 38 silver and 41 bronze to a total of 

107 medals and finished at fourth place. This is the Indian 

contingent's best performance at the continental event. 

This exceeded India's previous record score of 70 medals, 

set at the previous edition in Jakarta in 2018, when a 570-

strong Indian squad collected 70 medals - 16 gold, 23 

silver, and 31 bronze. China topped the list with 383 

medals, including 201 gold, 111 silver, and 71 bronze. 

The 19th edition of the continental quadrennial 

multisport meet was set for 2022 but was pushed back a 

year owing to COVID-19.  

 
Kenya's Kelvin Kiptum Breaks Marathon World Record 

:- 

In an unofficial timing of two hours and 35 seconds, 

Kenyan Kelvin Kiptum won the men's division of the 

Chicago Marathon, breaking the previous record. In 

order to win the 2022 Berlin Marathon, the 23-year-old 

broke the previous world record of 2:01:09 set by 

Kenya's Eliud Kipchoge. Over the 26.2-mile distance, it 

was Kiptum's third victory in as many starts. In December 

of last year, he won in Valencia, and then in April, he won 

the London Marathon. It marked the third time a men’s 

world record had been set on the streets of Chicago but 

the first time since Morocco’s Khalid Khannouchi in 1999. 

 
Karthikeyan Murali’s Remarkable Victory Over Magnus 

Carlsen :- 



THE EKLAVYA IAS ACADEMY Phone: 7506701541 / 7506701542 

 

OUR BRANCHES - DADAR (W), GHATKOPAR (E), CHEMBUR (E), NERUL (E), NEW PANVEL 

 

75 

In a shocking turn of events at the ongoing Qatar 

Masters, 24-year-old Indian chess grandmaster 

Karthikeyan Murali defeated the world's number one 

player, Magnus Carlsen. This remarkable victory was only 

the third time an Indian player has triumphed over the 

chess legend. Karthikeyan Murali’s triumph over Magnus 

Carlsen in the Qatar Masters is a momentous occasion in 

the world of chess. It highlights the immense talent and 

potential of Indian chess players on the international 

stage. 

 
Mohammed Shami Make History To Claim 2nd 5-Wicket 

Haul In World Cups :- 

Mohammed Shami, the Indian fast bowler, became the 

first  to achieve multiple five-wicket hauls in ODI World 

Cups. Shami took five wickets against New Zealand in the 

first innings, bowling them out for 273 runs at the HPCA 

Stadium in Dharamshala. In India's ICC Men's Cricket 

World Cup 2023 match against New Zealand, Shami took 

the wickets of Will Young, Rachin Ravindra, Daryll 

Mitchell, Mitchell Santner, and Matt Henry. Shami 

finished with five wickets and 54 runs conceded in 10 

overs.  

 
Shubman Gill Becomes Fastest Batter To Score 2000 

Runs In ODIs:- 

During India's World Cup match against New Zealand, 

Shubman Gill became the fastest player in ODI history to 

score 2000 runs. Gill reached the milestone in 38 innings 

and broke the record of South African Hashim Amla, who 

required 40 innings to score 2000 ODI runs. The 24-year-

old Indian, who struck 53 against Bangladesh in his 

previous game, was 14 runs short of reaching the century 

mark going into the contest. He achieved the feat in the 

seventh over of the Indian run chase when he smashed 

Trent Boult for a boundary. 

 
Paralympian Sumit Antil breaks World Record at Para-

Asian Games :- 

Antil won gold in the men’s javelin throw F-64 category 

at the Para Asian Games held in Hangzhou, China with a 

mammoth new world record of 73.29m, surpassing his 

own record of 70.83m that he had set just a few months 

before at the World Para Athletics Championships. Such 

was the level of his dominance that Antil only made three 

throws in the competition (66.22m, 70.48m and 73.29m) 

all of which would have won gold. Even Antil’s poorest 

measured throw of the competition was over 2m bigger 

than the silver medal-winning effort of Sri Lanka’s 

Arachige Kodithuwakku. 
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Amol Muzumdar appointed as head coach of Indian 

women's cricket team :- 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) in October 

2023 announced Amol Muzumdar as the new head coach 

of the Indian women's cricket team. The board's Cricket 

Advisory Committee comprising Sulakshana Naik, Ashok 

Malhotra, and Jatin Paranjape unanimously 

recommended Muzumdar to take over the position 

which has been vacant since Ramesh Powar was 

removed back in December last year as part of a BCCI 

internal restructuring, Muzumdar scored over 11,000 

first-class runs in 171 matches including 30 centuries 

during his 21-year impressive career.  

 
Sundar Singh Gurjar Breaks World Record In Men’s 

Javelin F46 Event With Gold :- 

India's medal tally reached 64 (15 gold, 20 silver, 29 

bronze), with this being the most successful day, where 

17 of the 30 medals, including all six golds, came from 

athletics on the third day of the Hangzhou Asian Para 

Games. Sundar Singh Gurjar broke the men's F46 javelin 

throw world record with a distance of 68.60m, breaking 

the previous record of 67.79m. In the men's F46 javelin 

throw event, Indian athletes swept all three medals, with 

Rinku and Ajeet Singh claiming silver and bronze, 

respectively. 

 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty exits from 

the French Open :- 

Indian challenge ended at the French Open badminton 

tournament with PV Sindhu and Asian Games gold 

medallist men’s doubles duo of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 

and Chirag Shetty bowing out in the second round. 

Sindhu had defeated seventh seed Gregoria Mariska 

Tunjung of Indonesia 12-21 21-18 21-15 in the opening 

round. Later in the day, the third seeded Satwik and 

Chirag were stunned by Indonesian pair of Mohammad 

Ahsan and Hendra Setiawan 23-25 21-19 19-21 in keenly-

contest round of 16 match. 

17: State
 

 
Bihar To Establish Second Tiger Reserve In Kaimur 

District :- 

Bihar is aiming to construct its second tiger reserve 

within the Kaimur district, which is an important 

development for wildlife protection. With the rising tiger 

population and the State Forest Department's 

coordinated efforts, this new reserve is projected to 

boost tiger conservation efforts and increase the state's 

biodiversity. The new tiger reserve in Kaimur district 

would supplement the existing Valmiki Tiger Reserve 

(VTR) in Bihar's West Champaran district. This increase 

illustrates the state's dedication to preserving its diverse 

animal heritage. 
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Jammu And Kashmir’s Renowned Pashmina Craft 

Receives GI Tag :- 

An official spokesman announced that the Basohli 

Pashmina, a more than 100-year-old traditional art from 

Jammu and Kashmir's Kathua area, has been 

designated a Geographical Indication (GI) tag. The 

Department of Industries and Commerce reached the 

milestone in collaboration with NABARD Jammu and the 

Human Welfare Association of Varanasi, according to a 

spokesman. The Basohli Pashmina, a hand-spun product 

noted for its great softness, fineness, and light weight, 

has insulating capabilities and an extended life, 

according to the representative, adding that all of these 

attributes distinguish the Basohli Pashmina.  

 
Glacial Lake Burst In Sikkim Causes Devastation:- 

According to the state government, more than 100 

people remain missing in India's northeast after 

torrential rain forced a glacier lake to overflow, resulting 

in flash floods that blasted across the Himalayan state of 

Sikkim, killing at least 19 and washing away roads and 

bridges. The Indian Army claimed in a statement that a 

"sudden cloudburst" over Lhonak Lake in the state's 

northern half brought fast-moving torrents of water 

cascading down the Teesta River in Sikkim's Lachen 

valley, raising water levels 15-20 feet higher than normal. 

A cloudburst is a very sudden and destructive rainstorm. 

 
India’s largest pumped storage project has been 

inaugurated in Madhya Pradesh :- 

Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Chief Minister of Madhya 

Pradesh, virtually launched India's largest pumped 

storage project in Madhya Pradesh. Greenko Group, 

India's largest energy storage company, is developing the 

project. The project, which is located in the Khemla block 

of the Neemuch district of Madhya Pradesh, has a 

capacity of 1440 megawatts (MW) with 7.5 hours of 

storage and is now being expanded to 1920 MW with 6 

hours of storage to supply roughly 11 gigawatt hours 

(GWh) of storage daily. The overall investment will be Rs 

11,500 crore over the next three years. 

 
Rajasthan To Have Three New Districts: CM Ashok 

Gehlot :- 

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has announced 

the formation of three new districts – Malpura, 

Sujangarh, and Kuchaman – ahead of the Assembly 

election, bringing the state's total number of districts to 

53. In August of this year, the Congress governance 

established 19 new districts and three new divisions in 

the state. Mr. Gehlot stated that the three new districts 

were established to suit public demand and to follow the 
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recommendations of a high-level committee. Malpura 

would be formed from the existing Tonk district, 

Sujangarh from Churu, and Kuchaman from Nagaur. 

 
Tripura Becomes Fourth State To Implement E-Cabinet 

System:- 

Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha introduced an e-

cabinet system in Agartala to encourage the 

development of digital infrastructure and the digitization 

of government services and information. Tripura has 

now become the fourth state, and the second in the 

Northeast, to implement an e-cabinet system, following 

Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Arunachal Pradesh. All 

future cabinet meetings in the state will be paperless, 

reducing the carbon footprint and environmental 

degradation in the proces s, with ministers and 

bureaucrats using tablets. 

 
Churpi received the Geographical Indication (GI) tag :- 

Arunachal Yak Churpi, the first yak milk product, has 

been granted Geographical Indication status. According 

to officials, two more distinctive goods from the border 

state, Khaw Tai (Khamti rice) and Tangsa textile, have 

also received GI certifications, which will now provide 

legal safeguards and increase their marketability with 

Arunachal as their place of origin. Churpi is made from 

the milk of Arunachali yak, a rare breed found in the 

state's West Kameng and Tawang districts. The ICAR-

National Research Centre on Yak, located in Dirang, West 

Kameng district, had sought for registration of this one-

of-a-kind yak product. 

 
NLC India Ltd Secures 810 MW Solar PV Project In 

Rajasthan :- 

Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Nigam (RRVUNL) has awarded 

NLC India (NLCIL) an 810 megawatt (MW) solar 

photovoltaic (PV) project in Bikaner district. According to 

the lignite miner, NLCIL has successfully obtained the 

complete capacity of the 810 MW tender filed by 

RRVUNL for building the project of 2,000 MW super 

mega solar park at Pugal tehsil in Rajasthan's Bikaner 

region. With this project, the capacity of Rajasthan's 

power projects will be 1.36 gigawatts (GW), including 1.1 

GW of green power, resulting in economies of scale and 

reduced fixed costs. 

 
Bihar Govt Announces 10% Reservation For EWS In 

Judicial Services :- 

Bihar's Nitish Kumar government has approved 10% 

reservation for economically weaker sections (EWS) in 

judicial services, law institutes, and universities. The 

decision was made during a cabinet meeting presided 

over by the chief minister. "The cabinet approved 

amendments in the guidelines of the State Judicial 

Services, 1951, allowing 10 per cent reservation for EWS 

category in judicial services and also in state-run law 
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institutes and universities," said Additional Chief 

Secretary (Cabinet Secretariat) S Siddhartha. 

 
National Games 2023 To Be Held In Goa From Oct. 26 To 

Nov. 9 :- 

The 2023 National Games will begin on October 25 in 

Goa, according to the state's sports minister, Govind 

Gaude. The Games, according to Gaude, will be launched 

by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on October 25 and will 

conclude on November 9. He stated that the state 

government will provide Rs 2.54 crore as a grant to the 

associations and Rs 73 lakh in cash rewards to the medal 

winners. The government, according to Gaude, is willing 

to allow village panchayats, clubs, and groups to manage 

the fields in their respective districts. The minister 

further said that the sports associations should play a 

role in maintaining the existing infrastructure. 

 
UP Declares Gangetic Dolphin As State Aquatic Animal 

:- 

The Gangetic Dolphin has been designated as the state 

aquatic animal by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. The 

Gangetic Dolphin is already a national aquatic animal, 

but its numbers have been dropping to critical levels in 

recent years due to river pollution, culling, and 

diminished river flow. “Dolphins are found in rivers like 

Ganga, Yamuna, Chambal, Ghaghra, Rapti, and Gerua. 

There is a need to maintain the purity of water in ponds 

and rivers. The estimated population of Gangetic 

Dolphins in the state is around 2,000,” the CM said. 

 
India’s First Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS) 

Launched In UP :- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the first 

corridor of Uttar Pradesh's Regional Rapid Transit System 

(RRTS) in Sahibabad on October 20 and waved off a 

RAPIDX, now 'Namo Bharat' train from the station. The 

Sahibabad RAPIDX station will serve as the starting point 

for the priority part of the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS 

Corridor. According to a statement from the Prime 

Minister's Office (PMO), the prime minister will flag off a 

RAPIDX train connecting Sahibabad and Duhai Depot, 

thus launching RRTS in India. This train will be known as 

the "Namo Bharat". 

 
Arunachal Cabinet Approves Formation Of Special Tiger 

Protection Force For 3 Tiger Reserves :- 

The Arunachal Pradesh State Cabinet has approved the 

formation of a Special Tiger Protection Force (STPF) in 

the state for three Tiger Reserves: Namdapha, Pakke, 

and Kamlang. As a result of this decision, 336 new regular 

positions will be created in the state. According to the 

cabinet, this will result in the protection of tigers and 

their habitats, the protection of animal habitats, and the 

prevention of other illegal activities in these tiger 
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reserves. In addition to it, the state cabinet also 

approved to provide a lump-sum monthly honorarium to 

all the Third Language Teachers of various tribes who 

have developed their own scripts. 

 
Cyclone 'Hamoon' passed over Bay Of Bengal :- 

The deep depression over the Bay of Bengal 

strengthened into a cyclone, according to the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD), although it had little 

influence on the Indian coast. The cyclonic storm has 

been named 'Hamoon' by Iran. The system crossed the 

Bangladesh coast as a deep depression about 12 p.m. on 

October 25 between Khepupara and Chittagong. The 

(IMD) also issued a yellow alert for coastal districts in 

Odisha and West Bengal due to the expected impact of 

Cyclone Hamoon.  

 
Home Minister inaugurates Country’s first Nano DAP 

plant in Gujarat : 

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah 

inaugurated the Country’s first Nano DAP plant by IFFCO 

near Kalol in Gandhinagar. He lauded IFFCO’s 

contribution in developing nano variants and coming up 

with successful alternatives to chemical fertilizers. The 

Nano liquid dap plant in Kalol has been set up by IFFCO 

at the cost of 300 crore rupees. The plant has been 

developed in tune with the Aatmnirbhar Bharat vision of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi. IFCCO chairman Dilip 

Sanghani said while one bag of conventional DAP costs 

around 1300 rupees. 

 
24th Hornbill Festival 2023 To Kick Off In Nagaland From 

December 1 :- 

Hornbill is one of the year's most anticipated festivals. 

This vibrant event honors Nagaland's rich cultural legacy 

and attracts thousands of curious visitors from around 

the world. This year's festival will run from December 1 

to December 10, 2023. Nagaland is a lovely state in 

India's northeast. The state is known as the "Land of 

Festivals," and Hornbill is one of the most grand 

festivities held each year by the State Tourism of Arts and 

Culture Department, Government of Nagaland.  

18: Summits & Conferences
  

 

5th World Coffee Conference Held In Bangalore:- 

The Coffee Board has arranged the 5th World Coffee 

Conference (WCC) for September 25-28, 2023, at the 

Bangalore Palace Grounds in Bengaluru. Around 1500 

registered delegates and 10,000 business visitors from 

around the world attended. On September 25, Union 

Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal and 
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CEO and Secretary of the Coffee Board of India K G 

Jagadeesha launched the event. The International Coffee 

Organisation (ICO) organized the four-day event in 

partnership with the Coffee Board of India, the Ministry 

of Commerce and Industry, the Government of India, the 

Government of Karnataka, and the coffee industry. 

 
International conference concludes in NIT :- 

From September 28 to 30, an international conference 

was held at the National Institute of Technology (NIT) in 

Warangal in conjunction with the 5th meeting of the 

Asia-Oceania Sonochemical Society. The Department of 

Chemical Engineering at NIT Warangal organized the 

conference. During the three-day meeting, scientists 

discussed the issues connected with real-world 

applications of sonochemistry and sono-technology. The 

conference was attended by approximately 250 

delegates from China, Australia, Korea, Japan, Brazil, and 

Brunei. 

 
Global Sustainability Alliance’s 5th SDG Summit :- 

The 5th edition of the Global Sustainability Alliance (GSA) 

SDG conference was held at the ITC Maurya in New Delhi. 

This enthralling event brought together an extraordinary 

array of Indian and worldwide leaders, government 

officials, industrial titans, and sustainability specialists 

committed to improving sustainable development and 

environmental stewardship. The first day of the summit, 

themed "Strengthening Economies – Collaboration! 

Financing! Resilience!", served as a vibrant platform 

displaying a variety of initiatives aiming to solve climate 

change concerns and promote sustainable 

development.  

 
NIA to host Anti-Terror Conference 2023 on October 05  

On October 5, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) 

will convene a 'Anti-Terror Conference 2023' to discuss 

counter-terrorism concerns such as finance and 

affiliations to banned terror organizations. As the Chief 

Guest, Union Home Minister Amit Shah has been invited. 

The conference intends to build platforms for states to 

share knowledge and best practices. The Anti-Terrorist 

Squad of state police forces around the country, as well 

as other relevant officers from other forces and other 

departments under the Ministry of Home Affairs working 

in anti-terror programs, are expected to attend the 

conference, in addition to NIA officials. 

 
India Participates In The 5th Meeting Of Moscow 

Format:- 

Special delegations and senior officials from India, 

Russia, China, Pakistan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan met in Kazan, Russia, for 

the fifth edition of the Moscow format consultation on 

Afghanistan. The meeting was also attended by the 

Taliban-appointed acting minister for foreign affairs in 
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Afghanistan, as well as representatives from Saudi 

Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and Turkey. The 

participants in the meeting called on the Taliban to 

create a "truly inclusive system of government reflecting 

the interests of all key ethnopolitical groups in the 

country and also to step up counter-terrorism and anti-

drug efforts".  

 
4th EMRS National Cultural & Literary Fest And Kala 

Utsav-2023:- 

Union Minister for Tribal Affairs Arjun Munda 

inaugurated the 4th EMRS National Cultural & Literary 

Fest and Kala Utsav- 2023, in the presence of Chief 

Minister, Uttarakhand, Shri Pushkar Singh Dhami, at 

Dehradun on 3rd October, 2023. The event was 

organized by the National Education Society for Tribal 

Students (NESTS) under Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 

and hosted by Eklavya Vidyalaya Sangathan Samiti 

(EVSS), Uttarakhand at Maharana Pratap Sports College, 

Dehradun. The four-day event (3rd – 6th October) has 

witnessed performances from over 2000 tribal students 

from 22 States. 

 
Two-Day Literature Festival To Be Held in Bengaluru :- 

The Neev Literature Festival 2023 will be held on October 

7th and 8th, 2023, at the Neev Academy in Yemalur, 

Bengaluru. This year's event topic is "What is childhood 

without stories?" The Neev Literature Festival was 

launched in 2017, followed by the Neev Book Award in 

2018. The purpose was to find and exhibit outstanding 

children's books about Indian experiences and stories. 

The festival will feature 76 speakers over two days, 

including renowned people such as actor Naseeruddin 

Shah and film director and screenwriter Ashim 

Ahluwalia. 

 
Reserve Bank of India's Monetary Policy Committee 

Meeting : October 4-6:- 

On October 6, members of the Reserve Bank of India's 

(RBI) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) held the policy 

rate constant at 6.5 percent for the fourth time in a row. 

The meeting took place from October 4 to October 6. 

Previously, the RBI kept the repo rate at 6.5 percent in 

August. The Reserve Bank of India has raised the existing 

maximum for gold loans under the Bullet Repayment 

Scheme to Rs 4 lakh from Rs 2 lakh for Urban Co-

operative Banks that have satisfied the overall and sub-

targets under Priority Sector Lending as of March 31.  

 
IDFC FIRST Bank and Outlook Group To Organise 

'Outlook Money 40After40"  Event:- 

Outlook Group, in collaboration with IDFC FIRST Bank, 

has announced the commencement of its highly 

anticipated retirement planning event, "40After40." 

"40After40" is a one-of-a-kind platform that will take 
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place on January 23-24, 2024, at the Jio World 

Convention Centre in Mumbai. It's a one-stop shop for all 

discussions about opportune retirement, including panel 

discussions, chats, masterclasses, encounters with 

planners, product presentations, and so on. The event is 

an extension of Outlook Money’s drive towards 

spreading awareness and creating conversations around 

the important but often-ignored need for retirement 

planning. 

 
All India Police Science Congress Held In Dehradun:- 

On October 7, the Uttarakhand Police hosted the 49th All 

India Police Science Congress (AIPSC) with the theme 

"Policing in Amrit Kaal" at the Forest Research Institute 

in Dehradun. The event served as a forum for critical 

conversations and insights into today's security 

concerns. Delegates from various state police units and 

Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) in attendance also 

toured the Police Tech expo, which displayed the most 

recent breakthroughs in armament, cybercrime 

prevention, and drone technologies. 

 
26th Energy Technology Meet Held At Bharat 

Mandapam :- 

Centre for High Technology (CHT), under the aegis of the 

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Govt. of India has 

organised the 26th Energy Technology Meet (ETM), 

during 9-11 October 2023 at International Exhibition 

Cum Convention Centre (Bharat Mandapam), Pragati 

Maidan, New Delhi with Engineers India Limited (EIL) and 

Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL) as co-hosts. The 

event was inaugurated by Petroleum & Natural Gas 

Minister Shri Hardeep Singh Puri in the august presence 

of Shri Rameswar Teli, Minister of State of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas & Labour and Employment. 

 
9th G20 Parliamentary Speakers' Summit (P-20) In New 

Delhi :- 

The G20 Parliamentary Speakers' Summit (P-20) will take 

place on October 13th and 14th, 2023, at the newly built 

India International Convention and Expo Center (IICC), 

Yashobhoomi, Dwarka, New Delhi.  The Summit will be 

inaugurated on October 13, 2023, by Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi. These sessions will bring together G-20 

members and guest countries for wide-ranging 

discussions on “how Parliaments can effectively advance 

the objectives of the P-20”. Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om 

Birla informed that the Summit will conclude with a joint 

statement urging G-20 governments to provide solutions 

to the major global challenges based on equality, 

inclusivity and peace. 

 
Power Minister R.K. Singh To Conduct ISA’s Sixth 

Assembly In New Delhi From October 30 :- 

According to a government release, the Sixth Assembly 

of the International Solar Alliance will be held in New 
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Delhi from October 30 to November 2, 2023. RK Singh, 

President of the ISA Assembly and Union Minister for 

Power, New and Renewable Energy, will preside over the 

Assembly. According to the release, ministers, missions, 

and delegates from the ISA's 116 Member and Signatory 

nations, as well as delegates from prospective nations, 

partner organizations, the commercial sector, and other 

stakeholders, will attend. 

 
Mid-Planning Conference For Multilateral Naval 

Exercise (MILAN) – 24 :- 

From the 19th to the 27th of February 2024, the Indian 

Navy will organize the Mid-Planning Conference for 

MILAN 24 (Multilateral Naval Exercise- 2024) in 

Visakhapatnam. This event continues India's long 

tradition of hosting the MILAN exercise, demonstrating 

the country's commitment to strengthening 

international maritime cooperation. MILAN 22 took 

place in and around Visakhapatnam from February 25th 

to March 4th, 2022. This iteration had participation from 

39 countries, demonstrating the exercise's expanding 

international appeal. 

 
India To Host World’s Largest Textiles Event, Bharat Tex 

2024:- 

The Indian textile sector, in partnership with industry 

associations, is planning to stage "Bharat Tex 2024," 

billed as the world's largest textiles show. This massive 

exhibition is set to take place in New Delhi from February 

26 to February 29, 2024. Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of 

Textiles, Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, and 

Food and Public Distribution, unveiled the event at a 

curtain raiser at Vanijya Bhavan in New Delhi. The 

initiative marks India's dedication to becoming a global 

textile powerhouse, combining innovation, 

collaboration, and the "Make in India" spirit.  

 
National Hackathon 'Vimarsh-2023' announced on 5G 

technology use for police: 

A national hackathon called Vimarsh-2023 was 

announced with the objective of developing tools for the 

safe usage of 5G technology by law enforcement 

agencies (LEAs) during sensitive situations. The 

hackathon was initiated by the Bureaue of Police 

Research and Development (BPRD) and the Indian Cyber 

Crime Coordination Centre (I4C), both operating under 

the Union home ministry in India. Vimarsh 2023 aimed at 

developing India-specific use cases of Law Enforcement 

Agencies harnessing the capabilities of 5G and beyond 

technology. The official teaser for the hackathon was 

released on the website (https://vimarsh.tcoe.in). 

 
43rd Edition Of PRAGATI, Chaired By The Prime Minister 

Modi :- 
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On October 27, Prime Minister Narendra Modi presided 

over the 43rd session of PRAGATI, which included the 

Centre and State governments. PRAGATI is a multi-modal 

ICT-based platform for proactive governance and timely 

implementation. He assessed eight significant projects 

spanning over seven states, totaling approximately 31 

thousand crore rupees. Four of these projects were with 

water supply and irrigation, two with increasing National 

highways and connectivity, and two with rail and metro 

train connectivity. These are Bihar, Jharkhand, Haryana, 

Odisha, West Bengal, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

 
PM Modi Inaugurated The 7th Edition Of Indian Mobile 

Congress (IMC) In New Delhi :- 

On October 27, Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 

the 7th Edition of the India Mobile Congress at Bharat 

Mandapam, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. The Prime 

Minister was spotted talking with representatives from 

major telecommunications firms. Earlier, Reliance Jio 

Infocomm Limited exhibited 'JioSpaceFiber,' to provide 

high-speed broadband services to previously 

inaccessible geographies within India. Jio demonstrated 

its new satellite broadband. 

 

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri Inaugurates 16th 

Urban Mobility India Conference & Exhibition 2023 In 

New Delhi :- 

On October 27, Union Housing and Urban Affairs 

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri opened the 16th Urban 

Mobility India Conference and Exhibition 2023 in New 

Delhi. In his address to the audience, Mr Puri stated that 

the government has been successful in modifying the 

methods and tactics used to solve urban transportation 

difficulties. He stated that the country's metro system is 

currently 895 kilometers long and is on track to become 

the world's second-largest metro network in a few years. 

The Minister said that the government is working 

towards an e-mobility solution and is ready to introduce 

ten thousand electric buses. 

 
Ministry of Tourism participates in International Travel 

Exhibitions Asia, Singapore :- 

The Government of India's Ministry of Tourism 

participated at this year's ITB Asia exhibition, which was 

held in Singapore from October 25 to October 27, 

focusing on inbound and sustainable tourism as it strives 

to portray India as a major worldwide destination. The 

Ministry's principal goal, according to the Ministry, was 

to promote inbound tourism to India globally, 

particularly in the Asia Pacific area, under the banner of 

'Incredible India! Visit India Year 2023.' This year is 

designated as 'Visit India Year 2023,' with an emphasis 

on India's positioning in important international markets. 
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
 

1. Who among the following won the inaugural 

IndianOil Grand Prix of India held at Greater Noida, 

Uttar Pradesh?  

A) Fabio Quartararo 

B) Jorge Martin 

C) Marco Bezzecchi 

D) Pedro Acosta 

2. When World Rivers Day 2023 was observed? 

A) 25 September 2023 

B) 24 September 2023 

C) 22 September 2023 

D) 21 September 2023 

3. Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve has recently 

been declared the 7th Tiger Reserve of which of the 

following states? 

A) Madhya Pradesh 

B) Odisha  

C) Uttar Pradesh 

D) West Bengal 

4. Which of the following motor company delivered two 

Hydrogen Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle (FCEV) buses to 

Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. (IOCL)? 

A) Tata Motors Limited 

B) Maruti Suzuki India  

C) Mahindra & Mahindra Limited 

D) Hyundai Motor Company 

5. Which of the following country surpassed Hong Kong 

to become the world’s freest economy in the Economic 

Freedom of the World (EFW) Annual Report by Fraser 

Institute? 

A) Australia  

B) New Zealand 

C) Singapore 

D) Switzerland 

6. To issue co-branded credit cards with which of the 

following bank the Poonawalla Fincorp Limited has 

received approval from Reserve Bank of India (RBI)?  

A) Axis Bank  

B) HDFC Bank 

C) IndusInd Bank 

D) YES Bank 

7. REC has inked an agreement with which of the 

following bank to co-finance infrastructure projects 

amounting to Rs 55,000 crore over 3 years? 

A) Punjab National Bank 

B) Indian Bank 

C) Bank of India 

D) Bank of Baroda 

8. Ministry of Education and All India Council for 

Technical Education (AICTE) has partnered with which 

of the following company to prepare students with 

skills, gain exposure to new technology? 

A) Google 

B) Infosys Limited  

C) Tata Consultancy Services 

D) Microsoft 

9. M Rajeshwar Rao has been re-appointed as the 

deputy governor of which of the following regulatory 

body? 

A) Securities and Exchange Board of India 

B) Reserve Bank of India 

C) Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 

Authority  

D) Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 

India 

10. Who among the following was named as the first 

Indian Brand Ambassador of UNIQLO? 

A) Alia Bhatt 

B) Deepika Padukone  

C) Kangana Ranaut 

D) Katrina Kaif 

11. To promote gender equality in food biz, FSSAI has 

introduced a new provision of _____________ in the 

online Food Safety Compliance System (FoSCoS) portal.  

A) Import Clearance  

B) Quality Control 

C) Risk Assessment 

D) Special Category 
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12. In September 2023, which of the following Indian 

Armed Forces departed for Russia to participate in 

counter-terrorism meet? 

A) Indian Navy 

B) Indian Army 

C) Indian Airforce 

D) Both A & B 

13. In response to the growing worldwide need to 

promote and improve sustainable finance, the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) launched 

______________. 

A) Peer2Peer Lending Mobile application 

B) Green Finance Lab 

C) e-Learning Programme 

D) Climate Finance Initiative 

14. Which of the following asset management company 

has partnered with the CBSE to launch an Investor 

education initiative named “Seekho Paiso ki Bhasha”? 

A) Axis Asset Management Company Ltd.  

B) HDFC Asset Management Company Ltd.  

C) ICICI Prudential Asset Management Company Ltd. 

D) Kotak Mahindra Asset Management Company 

Limited 

15. In September 2023, which of the following mutual 

fund company launched India’s first Nifty 500 ETF?  

A) Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund 

B) Bandhan Mutual Fund 

C) Motilal Oswal Mutual Fund 

D) UTI Mutual Fund 

16. Which of the following Hoysala temples in 

Karnataka were recently declared as UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites?  

A) Somananthpura, Hampi, and Badami 

B) Puri, Konark, and Khajuraho  

C) Belur, Halebid, and Somananthpura 

D) Ajanta, Ellora, and Mahabalipuram 

17. Which of the following coastal security drill was 

conducted by the Indian Coast Guard along the west 

coast in September 2023? 

A) Operation Samvedana 

B) Operation Sajagta 

C) Operation Sajag 

D) Operation Jagruk 

18. Which of the following name was proposed by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the old Indian 

Parliament building?  

A) Samvidhan Sadan  

B) Parliament House 

C) Lutyens-Baker House 

D) Heritage House 

19. When the International Red Panda Day first 

observed? 

A) 2018 

B) 2016 

C) 2010 

D) 2008 

20. In the Union Budget 2023-24 which of the following 

schemes was launched by the government to promote 

natural farming? 

A) Bhartiya Prakritik Kheti Bio-Input Resource Centres 

B) Credit guarantee for MSMEs  

C) GOBARdhan Scheme 

D) National Hydrogen Mission 

21. The Union government has extended the RBI 

Deputy Governor M Rajeshwar Rao's tenure by how 

many years?  

A) 04 years  

B) 03 years 

C) 02 years 

D) 01 year 

22. Who among the following lead a delegation of 

Parliament to the 9th BRICS Parliamentary Forum held 

in Johannesburg? 

A) Harivansh Narayan Singh 

B) Om Birla 

C) Rajnath Singh 

D) Shashi Tharoor 

23. The IBSA Blind Football Intercontinental Cup 2023 

was held in which of the following city? 

A) Chennai 

B) Hyderabad  

C) Kochi 

D) Panaji 
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24. Who among the following will be conferred with the 

Dadasaheb Phalke Lifetime Achievement Award? 

A) Dharmendra 

B) Jaya Bachchan 

C) Rekha 

D) Waheeda Rehman 

25. Which of the following cricket team has achieved 

the milestone of hitting 3000 sixes in ODI cricket 

history? 

A) Australia 

B) England  

C) India 

D) Pakistan 

26. Which of the following ministry has launched the 

‘CRIIIO 4 GOOD’ life skills learning module in association 

with ICC, BCCI and United Nations Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF)?  

A) Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports 

B) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

C) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment  

D) Ministry of Education 

27. Along with the SahiBandhu which of the following 

bank has partnered to launch a ‘doorstep gold loan’ 

facility? 

A) HDFC Bank 

B) Karnataka Bank 

C) RBL Bank 

D) South Indian Bank 

28. Which of the following company retained its top 

position as India’s most valuable brand for the second 

consecutive year in the Kantar BrandZ Top 75 Most 

Valuable Indian Brands Report? 

A) Airtel Limited 

B) HDFC Bank 

C) Infosys Limited 

D) Tata Consultancy Services  

29. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the 

appointment of KN Madhusoodanan as the part-time 

chairman of which of the following bank?  

A) Dhanlaxmi Bank 

B) HDFC Bank 

C) RBL Bank 

D) South Indian Bank 

30. In September 2023 Father of India’s Green 

Revolution and Padma Awardee __________________, 

passed away. 

A) Durgesh Patel 

B) MS Swaminathan  

C) Nirpakh Tutej 

D) Sam Pitroda 

31. How many regular jobs were created annually from 

2017 to 2019 in India as per the “State of Working India 

2023: Social Identities and Labour Market Outcomes” 

report?  

A) Three million 

B) Seven million  

C) One million 

D) Five million 

32. Which of the following nation is NOT a member of 

the Sahel States Alliance (AES)? 

A) Burkina Faso 

B) Chad 

C) Mali 

D) Niger 

33. The inclusion of India in the JPMorgan Government 

Bond Index-Emerging Markets might result in foreign 

inflows of up to $30 billion. 

A) $40 billion 

B) $30 billion 

C) $20 billion 

D) $10 billion 

34. In September 2023 which of the following country 

has been placed on negative watch by JPMorgan? 

A) Brazil 

B) Egypt 

C) South Africa 

D) Turkey 

35. In September 2023 which of the following state has 

achieved 100% ODF Plus status under the Swachh 

Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase II? 

A) Telangana  

B) Gujarat 

C) Uttar Pradesh 

D) Andhra Pradesh 
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36. Government has increased the interest rate on five-

year recurring deposit scheme to _________ from 6.5% 

for the 3rd quarter of FY24.  

A) 6.6% 

B) 6.7% 

C) 6.9%  

D) 7.0% 

37. SEBI extended deadline for demat account holders 

to provide account nominees, submit PAN, KYC details 

from September 30 2023 to _____________. 

A) 31 March 2024 

B) 31 January 2024 

C) 31 December 2023 

D) 30 November 2023 

38. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted 

approval to the International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

to acquire a 9.7 per cent stake in which of the following 

bank? 

A) Federal Bank 

B) HDFC Bank  

C) ICICI Bank 

D) IndusInd Bank 

39. Which of the following airline company has acquired 

India’s first Airbus A350-900 aircraft?  

A) Vistara 

B) SpiceJet 

C) IndiGo 

D) Air India 

40. The first of six new Dornier Do-228 aircraft 

manufactured by _____________ was inducted by the 

Indian Air Force (IAF). 

A) Bharat Dynamics Limited  

B) Bharat Electronics Limited 

C) Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited 

D) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 

41. Which of the following pension management 

company has launched a first-of-its-kind ‘National 

Pension System (NPS) Preference Index’?  

A) Kotak Mahindra Pension Fund Management  

B) ICICI Prudential Pension Fund Management 

C) HDFC Pension Management 

D) Aditya Birla Sun Life Pension Management 

42. Who among the following was nominated as the 

ambassador for the “War Against Waste” initiative in 

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)? 

A) Captain Yogendra Singh Yadav 

B) Captain Somnath Sharma 

C) Captain Sanjay Kumar 

D) Captain Bana Singh 

43. Mohamed Muizzu was elected as the new president 

of which of the following country? 

A) South Sudan 

B) Maldives  

C) Libya 

D) Kenya 

44. Who among the following was elected as the 

Chairman of the Press Trust of India (PTI)? 

A) Aveek Kumar Sarkar  

B) K.N. Shanth Kumar 

C) Mahendra Mohan Gupta 

D) Vineet Jain 

45. When the International Day of Older Persons was 

observed?  

A) 30 September  

B) 01 October  

C) 02 October  

D) 03 October  

46. In September 2023, India’s first solar roof cycling 

track was inaugurated in which of the following city?  

A) Hyderabad  

B) Chennai 

C) Bengaluru 

D) Ahmedabad 

47. What is the rank of India in the Ookla’s Speedtest 

Global Index? 

A) 47 

B) 50 

C) 59 

D) 62 

48. For setting up compressed biogas (CBG) plants, 

board of which of the following company has approved 

to form joint ventures with EverEnviro Resource 

Management Pvt Ltd and GPS Renewables Pvt Ltd?  

A) Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited 
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B) Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited 

C) Indian Oil Corporation Limited 

D) Oil India Limited 

49. Who among the following was awarded with the 

2023 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine?  

A) Drew Weissman  

B) Katalin Karikó  

C) Svante Pääbo  

D) Both A & B  

50. Who among the following became the first female 

recipient of the Global Indian Award by the Canada 

India Foundation (CIF)? 

A) Aditi Gupta  

B) Falguni Nayar 

C) Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw 

D) Sudha Murty 

51. In September 2023 India’s unemployment rate fell 

to a 12-month low of ________, as per the Consumer 

Pyramids Household Survey released by Centre for 

Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE).  

A) 8.5%  

B) 7.5% 

C) 7.1% 

D) 6.5% 

52. A new malaria vaccine named R21/Matrix-M 

developed by _____________ has been recommended 

by the World Health Organization(WHO). 

A) Gamaleya Research Institute of Epidemiology & 

Bharat Biotech International Ltd 

B) Gamaleya Research Institute of Epidemiology & 

Cadila Pharmaceuticals Ltd 

C) Jenner Institute, Oxford University & Bharat Biotech 

International Ltd 

D) University of Oxford and the Serum Institute of India 

53. Along with the Outlook Group which of the 

following bank has collaborated to launch a retirement 

planning event "40After40"?  

A) Kotak Mahindra Bank  

B) IndusInd Bank 

C) IDFC FIRST Bank 

D) ICICI Bank 

54. Who among the following was awarded with the 

2023 Nobel Prize in Physics? 

A) Pierre Agostini 

B) Ferenc Krausz 

C) Anne L’Huillier 

D) All of the above  

55. Who among the following was named as the ‘Global 

Ambassador’ for the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023? 

A) Sourav Ganguly  

B) Sachin Tendulkar 

C) Ravi Shastri 

D) Mahendra Singh Dhoni 

56. India along with which of the following country 

conducted the 11th edition of annual joint military 

exercise, SAMPRITI in Umroi, Meghalaya?  

A) Bangladesh 

B) Indonesia  

C) Japan 

D) Sri Lanka 

57. Which of the following bank has launched its digital 

banking proposition - Open 2023 campaign? 

A) YES Bank 

B) IndusInd Bank 

C) ICICI Bank 

D) Axis Bank 

58. Which of the following bank became the first bank 

in India to launch an ‘ONDC Network Gift Card’? 

A) YES Bank 

B) IndusInd Bank 

C) HDFC Bank 

D) Axis Bank 

59. Who among the following was promoted as the 

global CEO of PayU Global Payment Organisation 

(GPO)?  

A) Reeju Dutta 

B) Anirban Mukherjee 

C) Akash Sinha 

D) Ajay Kumar 

60. Who among the following was appointed as the 

Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of General 

Insurance Corporation of India Limited? 

A) Atanu Kumar Das 
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B) Bishnu Charan Patnaik 

C) Devesh Srivastava 

D) Ramaswamy Narayanan 

61. Who among the following will be awarded with the 

2023 SASTRA Ramanujan Prize?  

A) Xiumin Du 

B) Shaoming Guo 

C) Ruixiang Zhang 

D) None of the above 

62. The South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) Under-

19 Championship was held in which of the following 

country? 

A) Bhutan 

B) India 

C) Nepal 

D) Pakistan 

63. For the October-December quarter, which miinistry 

has announced the decision to keep the interest rate on 

General Provident Fund (GPF) savings unchanged at 

7.1% recently?   

A) Finance Ministry 

B) Ministry of Labour and Employment 

C) Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 

Pensions 

D) Reserve Bank of India 

64. Which of the following is the glacial lake which 

overflowed by a cloudburst and caused the Sikkim flash 

flood? 

A) East Lhonak 

B) North Lhonak 

C) South Lhonak 

D) West Lhonak 

65. In September 2023 which of the following state 

reported the highest growth in Goods and Services Tax 

(GST) revenues?  

A) Arunachal Pradesh  

B) Jammu and Kashmir 

C) Manipur 

D) Telangana 

66. According to the World Bank's latest India 

Development Update (IDU) India's GDP growth 

prediction for 2023-24 is _________.  

 

A) 6.3%  

B) 6.5% 

C) 6.7% 

D) 6.9% 

67. Who among the following was awarded the 2023 

Nobel Peace Prize? 

A) Arundhati Roy 

B) Dalai Lama 

C) Narges Mohammadi 

D) Sunita Krishnan 

68. Which of the following country has been elected as 

the president of the Asia-Pacific Institute for 

Broadcasting Development General Conference?  

A) Australia 

B) China 

C) India 

D) Malaysia 

69. Who among the following was awarded the 2023 

Nobel prize in Literature? 

A) Annie Arno 

B) Lewis Gluck 

C) Jon Fosse 

D) Peter Handke 

70. The RBI Monetary Policy Committee has kept the 

key policy repo rate unchanged at ________. 

A) 6.0% 

B) 6.2% 

C) 6.5% 

D) 6.7% 

71. For establishment of common engineering facility 

center titled “Digital Twin Center for Emerging 

Automotive Systems” the Automotive Research 

Association of India (ARAI) has inked an MoU with 

which of the following IIT?  

A) IIT Bombay 

B) IIT Delhi 

C) IIT Guwahati 

D) IIT Madras 

72. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has established a 

nine-member external working group on Expected 
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Credit Loss (ECL) based framework chaired by 

__________.  

A) B. P. Kanungo  

B) Muneesh Kapur 

C) R. Narayanaswamy 

D) Raghuram G. Rajan 

73. For Project Kuiper Satellite System, which of the 

following space agency has launched the first two 

prototype satellites named KuiperSat-1 and KuiperSat-

2? 

A) Amazon 

B) Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 

C) Neuralink Corp 

D) SpaceX 

74. Who among the following won the bronze medal in 

the Badminton World Federation (BWF) World Junior 

Championships 2023?  

A) Sankar Muthusamy 

B) Gaurav Kumar Singh 

C) Ayush Shetty 

D) Aditya Sharma 

75. The Ministry of Culture has identified how many 

sites for cleanliness across the country under special 

Swachhata Campaign 3.0? 

A) 499  

B) 449 

C) 400 

D) 333 

76. In which of the following airport South Asia’s first 

Aircraft Recovery Training School (ARTS) has been 

established?  

A) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport 

B) Indira Gandhi International Airport 

C) Bangalore International Airport Limited  

D) Chennai International Airport 

77. Which of the following airport became the first 

airport in Asia to commission a “Disabled Aircraft 

Recovery Kit” (DARK)? 

A) Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport 

(Maharashtra, India) 

B) Don Mueang International Airport (Bangkok, 

Thailand) 

C) Indira Gandhi International Airport (New Delhi, 

India) 

D) Kempegowda International Airport (Karnataka, 

India) 

78. Which of the following insurance company has 

introduced surrogacy cover and oocyte donor cover to 

its women-centric policy? 

A) Aditya Birla Health Insurance 

B) Care Health Insurance 

C) Niva Bupa Health Insurance  

D) Star Health and Allied Insurance 

79. Which of the following company sanctioned Rs 

8,800 crore for airports, civil aviation infrastructure 

development in India? 

A) Industrial Finance Corporation of India 

B) Infrastructure Development Finance Company 

C) National Bank For Financing Infrastructure And 

Development 

D) India Infrastructure Finance Company Limited 

80. Nandini Azad has been re-elected as a member of 

which of the following union/organisation? 

A) International Telecommunication Union  

B) International Trade Union Confederation 

C) International Raiffeisen Union 

D) Universal Postal Union 

 

81. The Annual Joint Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise (AJHE) – “CHAKRAVAT 

2023” was conducted by the Indian Navy (IN) in which 

of the following state? 

A) Goa 

B) Karnataka 

C) Maharashtra 

D) West Bengal 

82. Along with fintech startup Fibe which of the 

following bank has partnered to launch country's first-

ever numberless credit card? 

A) Axis Bank 

B) HDFC Bank 

C) ICICI Bank 

D) YES Bank 
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83. For its electric vehicle (EV) division, which of the 

following company has received the first tranche of Rs 

300 crore from the International Finance Corporation 

(IFC)? 

A) Euler Motors 

B) Kinetic Green 

C) Mahindra and Mahindra 

D) Piaggio Vehicles  

84. Which bank has launched UPI (Unified Payments 

Interface) integration for NRI clients through its mobile 

banking platform? 

A) Federal Bank 

B) ICICI Bank 

C) IndusInd Bank  

D) YES Bank 

85. Who among the following won the Qatar GP 2023? 

A) Carlos Sainz 

B) Charles Leclerc 

C) Lewis Hamilton  

D) Max Verstappen 

86. Who among the following chaired the 52nd Goods 

and Services Tax (GST) Council meeting in New Delhi? 

A) Nirmala Sitharaman 

B) Ram Nath Kovind 

C) Narendra Modi 

D) Shaktikanta Das 

87. In September 2023, what was the Purchasing 

Managers’ Index (PMI) for India’s services sector? 

A) 54 

B) 13 

C) 60.1 

D) 61 

88. Who among the following is set to inaugurate the 

Vibrant Gujarat Summit in January 2024? 

A) Amit Shah 

B) Bhupendrabhai Patel 

C) Narendra Modi 

D) S Jaishankar 

89. Rooppur nuclear power plant, the first nuclear 

power plant of Bangladesh is financed and constructed 

by ________________, 

A) United Nations 

B) Russia’s Rosatom 

C) China’s State Nuclear Power Technology Corporation 

D) Bangladesh Government 

90. Which of the following country tested the nuclear-

powered missile ‘Burevestnik’? 

A) China 

B) France 

C) Russia 

D) US 

91. For water projects in Tanzania, India provided how 

much assistance?  

A) USD 100 million 

B) USD 10 million 

C) USD 1 trillion  

D) USD 1 billion 

92. Who among the following is set to deploy ‘Bima 

Vahaks’ in every Gram Panchayat before December 31, 

2024? 

A) Gram Panchayat Council 

B) Indian Ministry of Finance 

C) IRDAI 

D) National Insurance Companies 

93. In April-June 2023, which of the following 

states/UTs had a higher urban unemployment rate than 

the national average?  

A) West Bengal, Bihar, and Haryana 

B) Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala, and Punjab 

C) Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Chhattisgarh 

D) Delhi, Gujarat, and Maharashtra 

94. Following a surprise attack by Hamas, who among 

the following imposed a total siege on the Gaza Strip 

and cut off water supply? 

A) Egypt 

B) Israel 

C) Palestine 

D) United Nations  

95. An 810 MW solar photovoltaic (PV) power project in 

Rajasthan has been secured by which of the following 

company?  

A) Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Limited  

B) NLC India Ltd.  

C) Navaratna Central Public Sector Enterprise   



THE EKLAVYA IAS ACADEMY Phone: 7506701541 / 7506701542 

 

OUR BRANCHES - DADAR (W), GHATKOPAR (E), CHEMBUR (E), NERUL (E), NEW PANVEL 

 

95 

D) Ministry of Coal 

96. When the World Sight Day 2023 was observed?  

A) 10 October 

B) 11 October 

C) 12 October 

D) 13 October 

97. Who among the following formally kicked off the 

26th Energy Technology Meet in New Delhi's Bharat 

Mandapam? 

A) Rajnath Singh 

B) Nitin Gadakari 

C) Hardeep Singh Puri 

D) None of the above 

98. Who among the following was elected as the 

Chairman of the Association of Mutual Funds in India 

(AMFI)? 

A) Rakesh Jhunjhunwala 

B) Nirmal Jain  

C) Navneet Munot 

D) A Balasubramanian 

99. What is the IMF's projection for Pakistan's economic 

growth in the current fiscal year? 

A) 1.7%  

B) 2.0% 

C) 2.5% 

D) 3.0% 

100. India launched which of the following operation to 

assist its citizens in Israel? 

A) Operation Ajay 

B) Operation Exodus 

C) Operation Rescue  

D) Operation Safeguard 

101. India’s natural gas demand is expected to rise by 

how much percent in 2023 calendar year according to a 

report by the International Energy Agency?  

A) 06% 

B) 05%  

C) 04% 

D) 02% 

102. In October 2023 the Department of Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) has launched the ‘A-

HELP’ program in which of the following state? 

A) Uttar Pradesh 

B) Punjab 

C) Kerala 

D) Jharkhand 

103. To launch satellites on Vikram-I Rocket, which of 

the following company has signed two MoU with two 

France-based Space firms named Promethee Earth 

Intelligence and ConnectSAT?  

A) Agnikul Cosmos 

B) Dhruva Space 

C) Skyroot Aerospace 

D) Tata Elxsi 

104. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved SBI 

Funds Management Limited (SBIFML) to acquire up to a 

9.99% paid-up share capital in which of the following 

bank? 

A) RBL Bank 

B) Karnataka Bank 

C) IndusInd Bank 

D) IDFC FIRST Bank 

105. Which of the following company has launched the 

first private suborbital European rocket ‘MIURA 1 SN1’? 

A) Astra Express 

B) Orbital Express 

C) PLD Space 

D) Skyrora Space 

106. Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare 

Mansukh Mandaviya has inaugurated new facilities at 

the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro 

Sciences (NIMHANS) in which of the following city?  

A) Bengaluru, Karnataka 

B) Chennai, Tamil Nadu  

C) Mumbai, Maharashtra 

D) New Delhi, Delhi 

107. “Aadi Mahotsav” – the National Tribal Festival 

inaugurated by the Union Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun 

Munda was held in which of the following state?   

A) Arunachal Pradesh 

B) Jharkhand 

C) Odisha 

D) Sikkim 
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108. What is the rank of India in the Global Hunger 

Index (GHI) 2023? 

A) 120 

B) 111  

C) 107 

D) 101 

109. Which of the following Payments Bank has 

received a monetary penalty of Rs 5.39 crore by the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)? 

A) Fino Payments Bank 

B) India Post Payments Bank 

C) Jio Payments Bank 

D) Paytm Payments Bank 

110. The Certificate of Registration (CoR) of which of the 

following housing finance company has been cancelled 

by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)? 

A) PNB Housing Finance Limited 

B) LIC Housing Finance Limited  

C) Indiabulls Housing Finance Limited 

D) Ind Bank Housing Limited 

111. Which of the following police station became the 

country's first women-centric police station to be 

certified by the ISO? 

A) Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh 

B) Noida, Uttar Pradesh 

C) Patna, Bihar 

D) Thane, Maharashtra 

112. Which of the following companies became the 15 

& 16th Navratna Central Public Sector Enterprises 

(CPSE) recently? 

A) Dredging Corporation of India (DCI) & Ircon 

International Limited (IRCON) 

B) India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) & 

IRCTC 

C) Ircon International Limited (IRCON) & RITES Limited  

D) RITES Limited & Dredging Corporation of India (DCI) 

113. Which of the following country assumed the 

chairmanship of Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

for the period 2023 to 2025? 

A) Bangladesh 

B) Sri Lanka 

C) Maldives 

D) Tanzania 

114. Army chief General Manoj Pande presented 

President's Colours to the Third Battalion of the which 

of the following regiment?  

A) Sikh Regiment  

B) Punjab Regiment 

C) Naga Regiment 

D) Dogra Regiment 

115. To use light-based high-speed communication for 

satellite communication in space which of the following 

company has signed an MoU with the Space 

Applications Centre (SAC)? 

A) Alethea Communications Technologies Pvt. Ltd 

B) Fimo Technologies and Services Pvt. Ltd 

C) Nav Wireless Technologies Pvt Ltd  

D) Sehaj Synergy Technologies Pvt. Ltd 

116. To launch the Super Power Retailer Program under 

the Skill India Mission, which of the following company 

has collaborated with National Skill Development 

Corporation (NSDC)? 

A) Varun Beverages Limited 

B) Orient Beverages Limited  

C) Dabur India Limited 

D) Coca-Cola India 

117. Which two-day comprehensive Coastal Security 

Exercise that was conducted in Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 

Nadu & Puducherry to assess the effectiveness and 

strength of the coastal security system? 

A) Sagar Kavach 02/23 

B) Exercise La Perouse 2023 

C) Sea Vigil 2023 

D) VARUNA 2023 

118. Who among the following was awarded with “Best 

Central Bank Award 2023” for being ranked ‘A+’ in the 

Global Finance Central Banker Report Cards 2023? 

A) Victoria Rodriguez 

B) Mark Carney   

C) Mario Marcel 

D) Shaktikanta Das 

119. Daniel Noboa became the youngest president of 

which of the following country? 

A) Brazil 
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B) Ecuador 

C) El Salvador  

D) Venezuela 

120. Who among the following was elected as the 42nd 

Prime Minister of New Zealand? 

A) Christopher Luxon  

B) Dame Jacinda Ardern 

C) Helen Clark 

D) Sir John Key 

121. What is the rank of the India in the 15th annual 

Mercer CFA Institute Global Pension Index (MCGPI) 

released in October 2023? 

A) 46 

B) 45  

C) 43 

D) 40 

122. Which of the following country topped the 15th 

annual Mercer CFA Institute Global Pension Index 

(MCGPI) released in October 2023? 

A) Denmark 

B) Iceland 

C) Bangladesh 

D) Netherlands 

123. Which organisation has approved $181 million 

loan to build infrastructure in Ahmedabad's peri-urban 

areas recently? 

A) Asian Development Bank  

B) International Monetary Fund 

C) United Nations Development Programme 

D) World Bank 

124. Which of the following bank became the first 

Russian bank to register with the SEBI as a foreign 

portfolio investor (FPI)? 

A) Alfa Bank 

B) Gazprombank 

C) Sberbank 

D) VTB Bank  

125. For setting up renewable power plants, Indian Oil 

Corporation Limited (IOCL) will invest Rs ____________ 

as equity in IndianOil NTPC Green Energy Pvt Ltd.  

A) 1,660.15 crore 

B) 1,986.80 crore  

C) 2,589.34 crore 

D) 3,789.28 crore 

126. Which of the following institute has signed an MoU 

with the National Institute of Communication Finance 

(NICF) for academic and research collaboration to 

synergise professional capabilities of both institutions? 

A) Indian Institute of Technology Delhi 

B) Indian Institute of Technology Bombay 

C) Indian Institute of Management Calcutta 

D) Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs 

127. Which of the following organisation has developed 

a web portal ‘Apna Chandrayaan’ for school students? 

A) All India Council for Technical Education 

B) National Assessment and Accreditation Council 

C) National Council for Teacher Education 

D) NCERT 

128. Competition Commission of India (CCI) has 

approved the merger of IDFC Limited (IDFCL) with which 

of the following? 

A) IDFC Project Equity 

B) IDFC FIRST Bank 

C) IDFC Financial Holding 

D) IDFC Asset Management 

129. When the Raising Day of the National Security 

Guard (NSG) was observed? 

A) 15 October 

B) 16 October 

C) 17 October 

D) 18 October 

130. On 18th October 2023, Kati Bihu festival was 

celebrated in which of the following state? 

A) Assam 

B) Odisha  

C) Tripura 

D) West Bengal 

131. What was the focus of 'Operation Chakra-2' carried 

out by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on 

October 26, 2023? 

A) Crackdown on drug trafficking 

B) Combating terrorism 

C) Action against cyber criminals 

D) Investigating political corruption 
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132. Who was named as the head coach of the India 

women's national cricket team on October 26, 2023? 

A) Ramesh Powar 

B) Hrishikesh Kanitkar 

C) Amol Muzumdar 

D) Virat Kohli 

133. On October 26, 1795, what significant historical 

event occurred in France during the French Revolution? 

A) The Storming of the Bastille 

B) The execution of King Louis XVI 

C) The National Convention was dispersed 

D) The Reign of Terror began 

134. What global issue did the study published in the 

journal BioScience on October 26, 2023, address? 

A) Climate change 

B) Human rights 

C) Gender inequality 

D) Earth's vital signs worsening 

135. What were the two major issues protested during 

the one-day strike by women in Iceland on October 26, 

2023? 

A) High taxes and inflation 

B) Gender discrimination and gender-based violence 

C) Climate change and environmental pollution 

D) Economic inequality and unemployment 

136. What is the theme of the 16th Urban Mobility India 

Conference held in New Delhi in 2023? 

A) Sustainable Urban Development 

B) Integrated and Resilient Urban Transport 

C) Smart Cities for the Future 

D) Environmental Conservation 

137. Who inaugurated the 16th Urban Mobility India 

Conference in New Delhi? 

A) Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

B) Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 

C) Piyush Goyal 

D) Manish Bhagat 

138. Which Indian para-badminton player won a gold 

medal at the Hangzhou Asian Para Games? 

A) Pramod Bhagat 

B) Sukant Kadam 

C) Manish Bhagat 

D) Mandeep Kaur 

139. What was the theme of the 6th Indian Coast Guard 

(ICG) Subordinate Officers’ Conclave in 2023? 

A) Maritime Security 

B) Towards an Inclusive Approach 

C) Coast Guard Operations 

D) Environmental Conservation 

140. Who has constituted a 12-member committee to 

simplify insurance policy wordings in India? 

A) Reserve Bank of India 

B) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 

C) Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 

India (IRDAI) 

D) Ministry of Finance 

141. Along with the National Payments Corporation of 

India (NPCI) which of the following company has 

partnered to introduce the option of EMI on RuPay 

credit cards?  

A) Amazon Pay India Private Limited 

B) Cashfree Payments Limited 

C) PhonePe Private Limited  

D) Razorpay Software Private Limited 

142. Who among the following won the Sakharov Prize 

2023? 

A) Mohtaram Eskandari 

B) Mana Shooshtari 

C) Mahnaz Parakand 

D) Mahsa Amini 

143. Raghubar Das has been appointed as the Governor 

of which of the following state? 

A) Telangana 

B) Odisha  

C) Jharkhand 

D) Bihar  

144. When the National Solidarity Day was observed? 

A) 20 October  

B) 19 October  

C) 18 October  

D) 17 October  

145. State cabinet of which of the following state has 

approved the creation of the Special Tiger Protection 

Force (STPF)? 
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A) Maharashtra 

B) Jharkhand 

C) Arunachal Pradesh 

D) Andhra Pradesh 

146. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has virtually 

launched 511 Pramod Mahajan Grameen Kaushalya 

Vikas Kendras in which of the following state recently?  

A) Uttar Pradesh  

B) Maharashtra 

C) Madhya Pradesh 

D) Bihar 

147. Dr. Abhilaksh Likhi, secretary of which of the 

following Department has chaired a national level 

meeting on ‘Ghar-Ghar Kisan Credit Card (KCC) 

Abhiyaan’? 

A) Department of Health and Family Welfare 

B) Department of Fisheries 

C) Department of Commerce 

D) Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 

148. A health insurance policy named ‘Optima Secure’ 

was launched by which of the following Insurance 

company? 

A) Aditya Birla Health Insurance 

B) HDFC ERGO General Insurance 

C) Niva Bupa Health Insurance  

D) Star Health and Allied Insurance 

149. A digital banking platform named ‘XpressWay’ has 

been launched by which of the following bank? 

A) YES Bank 

B) IndusInd Bank  

C) HDFC Bank 

D) Axis Bank 

150. Who among the following is set to get Mother 

Teresa Memorial Award for Social Justice in November 

2023? 

A) Mohtaram Eskandari 

B) Mana Shooshtari 

C) Mahnaz Parakand  

D) Nargis Mohammadi 

ANSWERS 
 

1. Correct Answer: C 

Marco Bezzecchi became the first rider to win the 

inaugural IndianOil Grand Prix of India on September 

24, riding the Mooney VR46 Racing Team to the top 

of the podium at the Buddh International Circuit in 

Greater Noida. Spain's Jorge Martin finished second 

and France's Fabio Quartararo became the third to 

cross the finish line. 

2. Correct Answer:  B 

World Rivers Day is celebrated annually on the 

fourth Sunday of September, which in 2023 falls on 

September 24th. It is a day to celebrate the 

importance of rivers and to raise awareness about 

the need to protect them. 

3. Correct Answer: A 

Madhya Pradesh, which is home to the most number 

of tigers in the country, has got a new protected area 

for the big cats named ‘Veerangana Durgavati Tiger 

Reserve’, the seventh in the state, an official said. 

M.P. retained the “tiger state” status in the 2022 

census with the number of big cats in the state rising 

to 785 from 526 in 2018.  

4. Correct Answer: A 

Tata Motors, India’s largest commercial vehicle 

manufacturer, has delivered two Hydrogen Fuel Cell-

powered (FCEV) buses to Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. 

(IOCL). In June 2021, Tata Motors secured a contract 

from IOCL to supply 15 FCEV buses, aiming to explore 

the potential of hydrogen-powered PEM fuel-cell 

technology in India. 

5. Correct Answer: C 

Singapore has dethroned Hong Kong to become the 

world’s freest economy, according to a report 

released by Canadian think tank Fraser Institute. For 

the first time since the Economic Freedom of the 
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World Index started in 1970, Hong Kong has slipped 

from its number one position to second place. 

6. Correct Answer: C 

Poonawalla Fincorp, a Cyrus Poonawalla group- 

promoted NBFC, has received Reserve Bank of India's 

approval to issue co-branded credit card with 

IndusInd Bank. The company envisages to launch this 

credit card within three months, Poonawalla Fincorp 

said in a statement. 

7. Correct Answer:  A 

REC Limited and Punjab National Bank (PNB) has 

announced the signing of a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) to jointly fund projects in the 

power sector and infrastructure & logistics sector. 

The collaboration aims to co-finance debts totaling 

Rs. 55,000 crore over the next three years under a 

consortium arrangement. 

8. Correct Answer: D 

With the objective of empowering students to be 

future ready, the Ministry of Education, All India 

Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and 

Microsoft have signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU). This collaboration is aimed at 

creating skilling and job readiness for students and 

educators associated with AICTE and its partner 

institutions. 

9. Correct Answer: B 

The government has approved the re-appointment 

of M Rajeshwar Rao as Deputy Governor of Reserve 

Bank for a period of one year with effect from 

October 9, 2023. Rao was appointed as the Deputy 

Governor of the central bank in October 2020 for a 

period of three years. 

10. Correct Answer: D 

Katrina Kaif became the first Indian brand 

ambassador for Japanese fashion giant UNIQLO. 

Known for their everyday staples and premium 

quality, UNIQLO's apparel has been a hit in fashion 

wardrobes. The brand launched in India in 2019 and 

this month will be finally arriving in Mumbai with two 

new stores.  

11. Correct Answer: D 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) has introduced a new provision of ‘Special 

Category’ in the online Food Safety Compliance 

System (FoSCoS) portal. The newly launched 

provision aims at promoting gender equality and 

equal opportunities for women and transgender 

entrepreneurs in the food business sector. 

12. Correct Answer:  B  

On September 23, an Indian Army contingent, 

comprising 32 soldiers representing the 14 

Rajputana Rifles, departed for Russia to participate 

in the ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting Plus Expert 

Working Group on Counter Terrorism. Troops from 

India and all other participating nations engaged in a 

Yoga session. 

13. Correct Answer: C 

The United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) has established an innovative e-Learning 

Programme in response to the growing worldwide 

need to promote and improve sustainable finance. 

This SDG Finance Academy initiative of the 

Sustainable Finance Hub aims to share UNDP's 

substantial knowledge of sustainable finance with 

global practitioners. 

14. Correct Answer: D 

Kotak Mahindra Asset Management Company Ltd, in 

collaboration with the Central Board of Secondary 

Education (CBSE), has launched the ‘Seekho Paiso ki 

Bhasha’ investor education and awareness initiative. 

This initiative is dedicated to promoting financial 

literacy by conducting a series of educational and 

awareness programmes aimed at empowering 

teachers across India. 

15. Correct Answer: C 

Motilal Oswal Mutual Fund has introduced India's 

first Nifty 500 ETF (Exchange Traded Fund), an open-
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ended scheme designed to replicate the 

performance of the Nifty 500 Total Return Index. This 

new fund offer (NFO) was open for subscription until 

September 29, 2023.  

16. Correct Answer: C 

The Hoysala temples at Belur, Halebid, and 

Somanathapur in Karnataka were recently declared 

as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. This has brought to 

the fore the rich repository of architectural and 

cultural properties in the State as well as the 

challenges involved in their conservation. 

17. Correct Answer:  C 

‘Operation Sajag’, a drill involving all stakeholders of 

the coastal security construct, was conducted by the 

Indian Coast Guard along the west coast on 

September 18, 2023. The drill facilitates revalidation 

of the coastal security mechanism and bring 

awareness among the fishermen at sea. 

18. Correct Answer: A 

The old parliament building will be called 

"Samvidhan Sadan (Constitution House)," Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi announced in his last 

speech from the old building. He then led all MPs on 

foot to the new parliament building, which will be 

the official Indian parliament from now onwards. 

19. Correct Answer: C 

International Red Panda Day is observed on the third 

Saturday of every September, which this year falls on 

September 16. International Red Panda Day was 

initially established by the Red Panda Network in 

2010 to raise the alarm about the significant 

decrease in the population of this enigmatic creature 

found in dense forests of Asia. 

20. Correct Answer: A 

The government has launched the Bhartiya Prakritik 

Kheti Bio-Input Resource Centres scheme to 

encourage natural farming. The initiative intends to 

establish 10,000 Bio-Input Resource Centres 

throughout the country to offer farmers with access 

to natural farming inputs. 

21. Correct Answer: D 

The Central government has extended the term of 

RBI deputy governor M Rajeshwar Rao for a period 

of one year, the Reserve Bank said in a statement. 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 

approved the “re-appointment of M Rajeshwar Rao 

as Deputy Governor of Reserve Bank for a period of 

one year with effect from October 9, 2023, or until 

further orders, whichever is earlier," the circular 

read. 

22. Correct Answer:  A 

Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman, Harivansh Narayan 

Singh lead a delegation of the Parliament at the 9th 

BRICS Parliamentary Forum in Johannesburg from 

September 27-29. The main theme of the BRICS 

Parliamentary Forum is harnessing Multilateralism 

and Parliamentary Diplomacy to deepen BRICS and 

Africa Partnership. 

23. Correct Answer: C 

The ‘IBSA Blind Football Intercontinental Cup 2023’ 

was held in Kochi from September 26 to October 2 at 

the United Sports Centre at Kakkanad. Teams from 

Costa Rica, Chile, Poland, Romania, Greece, Egypt, 

Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea and India 

participated in the tournament.  

24. Correct Answer: D 

Veteran Bollywood actress Waheeda Rehman will be 

conferred with the prestigious Dadasaheb Phalke 

Lifetime Achievement Award this year, confirmed 

I&B Minister Anurag Thakur. She received the 

prestigious National Award for her performance in 

1971 release Reshma Aur Shera, co-starring Sunil 

Dutt. 

25. Correct Answer: C 

Team India went past 3000 ODI sixes in the second 

ODI against Australia in Indore in September 2023. 

They scored 399/6 with as many as 18 sixes hit in the 
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innings. West Indies closely follows second on the list 

with 2953 sixes while Pakistan sit third with 2566 

sixes. 

26. Correct Answer: D 

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 

launched ‘CRIIIO 4 GOOD’, a new online, life skills 

learning modules, to promote gender equality 

among girls and boys. The programme was launched 

in association with the International Cricket Council 

(ICC), UNICEF, and the Board of Control for Cricket in 

India (BCCI) at the Narendra Modi Stadium, 

Ahmedabad. 

27. Correct Answer:  B 

Karnataka Bank has partnered with SahiBandhu, an 

aggregator platform for gold loans backed by the 

Manipal Group, for launching ‘doorstep gold loan’ 

facility named ‘KBL-Swarna Bandhu’. A media 

statement said the bank will be able to provide gold 

loan services at customer’s doorstep through this 

product. 

28. Correct Answer: D 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has retained the top 

spot as India’s most valuable brand, with a value of 

$43 billion, according to Kantar’s BrandZ India 

ranking. Other than TCS, HDFC Bank, Infosys, and 

Airtel have held on to their top four positions. 

Meanwhile, HCL Tech, a new entrant to the top 10 

list, has displaced LIC. 

29. Correct Answer: A 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cleared the 

appointment of K N Madhusoodanan as a part-time 

chairman of Kerala-based Dhanlaxmi Bank. This 

comes after a period of 21 months during which the 

company was without a chairman, following the 

resignation of G Subramonia Iyer in December 2021 

for personal reasons. 

30. Correct Answer: B 

Renowned agricultural scientist MS Swaminathan, 

known as the father of India's Green Revolution, has 

passed away at the age of 98. He founded the MS 

Swaminathan Research Foundation and played a 

vital role in developing high-yield variety seeds of 

wheat, which led to the green revolution in India. 

31. Correct Answer: D 

The share of workers with regular wage increased 

since 2004, with the country creating three million 

regular jobs annually till 2017 and five million jobs 

between 2017 and 2019, according to “State of 

Working India 2023: Social Identities and Labour 

Market Outcomes”, a report prepared by a group of 

economists and researchers with the Azim Premji 

University. 

32. Correct Answer:  B 

Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger have signed a mutual 

defence pact, as the three Sahel countries aim to 

help each other against possible threats of armed 

rebellion or external aggression. The charter, known 

as the Alliance of Sahel States, binds the signatories 

to assist one another – including militarily – in the 

event of an attack on any one of them. 

33. Correct Answer: B 

JPMorgan Chase & Co. will add Indian government 

bonds to its benchmark emerging-market index, a 

keenly awaited event that could drive billions of 

foreign inflows to the nation’s debt market. The 

inclusion may prompt flows of as much as $30 billion, 

according to HSBC Holdings Plc. 

34. Correct Answer: B 

Egypt has been placed on negative watch due to the 

material currency repatriation hurdles reported by 

investors, J P Morgan said. The country’s index 

eligibility will be assessed over the next three to six 

months, it said. 

35. Correct Answer: C  

Uttar Pradesh has achieved yet another major 

milestone under the Swachh Bharat Mission 

(Grameen) Phase II with all 95, 767 villages in the 

State i.e., 100% villages achieving ODF Plus status 
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under Phase II of the Mission. An ODF Plus village is 

one which has sustained its Open Defecation Free 

(ODF) status along with implementing either solid or 

liquid waste management systems. 

36. Correct Answer: B 

The government has increased the interest rate on 

five-year recurring deposit scheme by 20 basis points 

for the October-December quarter. The interest has 

been hiked from 6.5% to 6.7%. All other small savings 

instruments will offer the same interest rates. 

37. Correct Answer:  C 

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), on 

September 26, 2023, extended the deadline to add 

nominees for demat accounts and submit PAN and 

KYC details for physical security holders till 

December 31, 2023. This extension comes after SEBI 

warned of freezing folios by September 30 if the 

above conditions were unmet.   

38. Correct Answer: A 

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) has 

received approval from the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) to increase its stake in Federal Bank to 9.70 per 

cent. On September 21, HDFC Asset Management 

Company (AMC) received approval to increase its 

stake in Federal Bank to 9.50 per cent. 

39. Correct Answer: D 

Air India has completed the acquisition of its first 

Airbus A350-900 aircraft through a finance lease 

transaction with HSBC. Apart from being the first 

aircraft financing transaction from Air India’s 

massive 470-plane order, it is also the first such 

transaction by a scheduled airline through India’s 

first International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) in 

the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT 

City).  

40. Correct Answer: D 

The Indian Air Force (IAF) has inducted the first of six 

new Dornier Do-228 aircraft manufactured by 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), IAF officials 

said. According to officials, "This new version of the 

aircraft is equipped with new engines, composite 

propellers, upgraded avionics and a glass cockpit." 

41. Correct Answer: C 

HDFC Pension has launched a first-of-its-kind NPS 

Preference Index that highlights the preference of 

NPS amongst different consumer groups. The NPS is 

a government-backed retirement savings program 

designed to provide financial security to Indian 

citizens during their retirement years. 

42. Correct Answer:  D 

The Directorate of Rural Sanitation of Jammu and 

Kashmir nominated retired army Captain Bana Singh, 

a Param Vir Chakra recipient, as the ambassador for 

its “war against waste” initiative. The campaign was 

conducted from September 15 to October 2 to 

generate a mass movement through community 

participation and reinforce the concept of sanitation 

as everyone’s business. 

43. Correct Answer: B 

Pro-China leader Mohamed Muizzu has won the 

Presidential election in Maldives. PM Narendra Modi 

also congratulated Muizzu on being elected as 

president of the Maldives. Muizzu, 45, helms a party 

that presided over an influx of Chinese loans when it 

last held power in the island nation, better known for 

its luxury beach resorts and celebrity tourists. 

44. Correct Answer: B 

K.N. Shanth Kumar of The Printers (Mysore) Pvt. Ltd 

was elected Chairman of the Press Trust of India's 

Board of Directors for a one-year term. Mr. Shanth 

Kumar's election took place at a meeting of PTI's 

Board of Directors following their Annual General 

Meeting at the news agency's headquarters in New 

Delhi. 

45. Correct Answer: B 

Every year on October 1 we celebrate the 

International Day of Older Persons. On 14 December 

1990, the United Nations General Assembly 
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designated October 1 as the International Day of 

Older Persons. The observance serves as a reminder 

of the need for policies and actions that support the 

well-being, dignity and rights of older persons and 

promote a more inclusive and age-friendly world. 

46. Correct Answer: A 

In September, Hyderabad has officially inaugurated 

a 23-kilometer cycle track along the Outer Ring Road, 

known as the Healthway Cycling Track. The track is 

divided into two sections and will be accessible 24/7. 

It features 16,000 solar panels on its roof, making it 

India's first solar-covered cycle track. 

47. Correct Answer:  A 

India has witnessed significant boost in mobile 

download speed, making it to the top 50 in the Ookla 

Speedtest Global Index list. According to the report, 

India has now jumped 72 places higher and clinched 

the 47th spot in the index, a feat attributed to the 

launch of 5G services in the country. 

48. Correct Answer: C 

The board of state-run Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) 

has approved joint ventures with EverEnviro 

Resource Management Pvt Ltd and GPS Renewables 

Pvt Ltd for setting up compressed biogas (CBG) 

plants. IOC is the lead implementation agency for the 

Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable 

Transportation (SATAT) initiative. 

49. Correct Answer: D 

The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was 

awarded to Katalin Karikó and Drew Weissman for 

their work on mRNA vaccines. Their groundbreaking 

contributions have played a pivotal role in the global 

fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, presenting a 

potential paradigm shift in the way we approach the 

prevention and treatment of infectious diseases. 

50. Correct Answer: D 

Renowned author and philanthropist Sudha Murty, 

wife of Infosys co-founder N. R. Narayana Murty, was 

honored with the Global Indian Award by the Canada 

India Foundation. The Global Indian Award, worth 

$50,000, is given annually to prominent Indians who 

have excelled in their respective fields. 

51. Correct Answer: C 

Unemployment rate in India dropped to 7.1 per cent 

in September 2023 from 8.1 per cent in August. This 

is the lowest unemployment rate recorded since 

September of last year. The metric averaged at a 

little over 7.8 per cent in the past 12 months. 

52. Correct Answer:  D 

The R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine developed by the 

University of Oxford and the Serum Institute of India, 

leveraging Novavax's adjuvant technology, has been 

recommended for use by the World Health 

Organisation's Strategic Advisory Group of Experts 

(SAGE) and the Malaria Policy Advisory Group 

(MPAG) on October 2. 

53. Correct Answer: C 

Outlook Group announces the launch of its highly 

anticipated retirement planning event, “40After40”, 

in association with IDFC FIRST Bank. A one-of-its-kind 

platform, "40After40" is a two-day event and expo, 

which will be held at Jio World Convention Centre in 

Mumbai on January 23-24, 2024. 

54. Correct Answer: D 

The 2023 Nobel Prize in Physics has been awarded to 

Pierre Agostini, Ferenc Krausz, and Anne L’Huillier 

“for experimental methods that generate 

attosecond pulses of light for the study of electro 

dynamics in matter.” The three Nobel Laureates in 

Physics 2023 are being recognised for their 

experiments, which have given humanity new tools 

for exploring the world of electrons inside atoms and 

molecules. 

55. Correct Answer: B 

The International Cricket Council (ICC) has named 

legendary Sachin Tendulkar as the 'Global 

Ambassador' for the men's Cricket World Cup 2023. 

Tendulkar, who has an enviable record of featuring 
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in six 50 over World Cups in his decorated career, 

walked out with the World Cup trophy before the 

opening match between England and New Zealand, 

declaring the tournament open. 

56. Correct Answer: A 

India and Bangladesh commenced the 11th edition 

of annual joint military exercise, SAMPRITI on 03rd 

October 2023 in Umroi, Meghalaya. The exercise, 

scheduled for 14 days, underscores the importance 

of enhancing interoperability between the two 

armies, sharing tactical drills, and promoting best 

practices. 

57. Correct Answer:  D 

Axis Bank has announced the launch of ‘open by Axis 

Bank’, its digital bank proposition in its latest 

advertising campaign that focuses on the Bank’s 

digital capabilities. The Open 2023 campaign 

highlights the top 15 features of the Bank’s digital 

offerings. 

58. Correct Answer: A 

YES Bank on Wednesday, October 4, announced that 

it has become the first bank in the country to issue 

an 'ONDC Network Gift Card'.  The ONDC Network 

Gift Card, issued in partnership with Open Network 

for Digital Commerce (ONDC), is at the forefront of 

democratising digital commerce. 

59. Correct Answer: B 

Prosus-owned fintech major PayU India's Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) Anirban Mukherjee has been 

promoted to the role of global CEO of PayU. This 

comes just two months after Netherlands-based 

investment firm Prosus announced that the fintech 

arm PayU is selling a part of its business to Israel’s 

Rapyd for $610 million. 

60. Correct Answer: D 

General Insurance Corporation of India (GIC Re) on 

Wednesday, October 4, announced the appointment 

of Ramaswamy Narayanan as its new Chairman and 

Managing Director (CMD), effective from October 1, 

2023. This appointment follows the decision by the 

Ministry of Finance, Government of India.  

61. Correct Answer: C 

Ruixiang Zhang, Assistant Professor, University of 

California, Berkeley, USA will be awarded with the 

2023 SASTRA Ramanujan Prize for his outstanding 

contributions in mathematics. The annual cash prize 

of USD 10,000 will be given at an international 

conference in Number Theory during December 20 

and December 22 at SASTRA University in 

Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu. 

62. Correct Answer:  C 

In Football, India won the South Asian Football 

Federation (SAFF) Under-19 Championship after 

defeating Pakistan 3-0 in a dominating display in the 

finals at the Dashrath Rangasala Stadium in 

Kathmandu, Nepal. Manglenthang Kipgen and 

Gwgwmsar Goyary scored for India. 

63. Correct Answer: A 

The Ministry of Finance has kept the interest rate of 

General Provident Fund (GPF) unchanged at 7.1 per 

cent for the October-December quarter of FY24. The 

government revises the interest rate on GPF every 

quarter. For the July-September quarter, the interest 

rate was 7.1 per cent. 

64. Correct Answer: C 

The Sikkim flash flood, in which more than 14 people 

have been killed and 102 others are missing, has 

been so intense because it was the result of a 

cloudburst causing a glacial lake to overflow. The 

South Lhonak Lake, a glacial lake in the upper 

reaches of Sikkim, burst its banks following a 

cloudburst in the area. 

65. Correct Answer: C 

Growth in India’s gross Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

revenues slowed to a 27-month low of 10.2% in 

September, from around 10.8% in the previous two 

months. Revenues in strife-torn Manipur recorded 

the highest growth among States in September, 
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rising 47%; Bihar was the only State to record an 

actual contraction in GST collections, with revenues 

down 5%. 

66. Correct Answer: A 

The World Bank has decided to maintain its growth 

forecast for India in the fiscal year 2023-24 at 6.3 per 

cent. This decision comes as India continues to 

exhibit strong economic growth despite facing 

substantial external challenges. 

67. Correct Answer:  C  

The 2023 Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to 

jailed Iranian activist Narges Mohammadi for “her 

fight against the oppression of women in Iran and 

her fight to promote human rights and freedom for 

all,” said the Norwegian Nobel Committee. 

Mohammadi, 51, has been sentenced to more than 

30 years in prison, and has been banned from seeing 

her husband and children. 

68. Correct Answer: C 

India has been elected as President of Asia-Pacific 

Institute for Broadcasting Development General 

Conference (AIBD GC) for the 3rd successive term to 

lead the prestigious international organisation. India 

had already served two terms as President from 

2018–2021 and 2021–2023. 

69. Correct Answer: C  

The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has awarded 

the 2023 Nobel Prize in Literature to Norwegian 

author Jon Fosse "for his innovative plays and prose 

which give voice to the unsayable", according to the 

Swedish Academy. In addition to more than two 

dozen plays, the prolific writer has also published 

novels, essays, collections of poetry and a string of 

children's books over a period of four decades. 

70. Correct Answer: C 

All 6 RBI MPC members unanimously voted to keep 

repo rate unchanged at 6.5%. This is the fourth 

meeting on the trot that the MPC decided to 

maintain the status quo on the repo rate. The MPC 

last raised this rate from 6.25% to 6.50% at its 

meeting in February 2023. 

71. Correct Answer: C 

Automotive Research Association of India (ARAI) has 

signed an MoU with IIT Guwahati for establishing a 

common engineering facility center called “Digital 

Twin Center for Emerging Automotive Systems” in 

hub and spoke model. ARAI is an autonomous body 

under the aegis of the Ministry of Heavy Industries.  

72. Correct Answer:  C 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a 

nine-member external working group chaired by 

Prof R Narayanaswamy to get independent views on 

Expected Credit Loss (ECL) based framework for 

provisioning by banks. The RBI said several 

comments have been received from various 

stakeholders on the issues flagged in the discussion 

paper, which are being examined by it. 

73. Correct Answer: A 

Amazon has taken a significant stride in its ambitious 

endeavor to establish a global satellite internet 

network, marking a pivotal moment in the 

realization of its Project Kuiper system. On 06 

October, Amazon's maiden pair of Project Kuiper 

satellites, which will compete with Elon Musk’s 

Starlink, embarked on their journey into space. 

74. Correct Answer: C 

Indian badminton player Ayush Shetty won a bronze 

medal at the BWF World Junior Championships 2023 

in Spokane, USA after losing the men’s singles semi-

finals. This was India’s 11th medal at the junior 

badminton world championships. 

75. Correct Answer: B 

The Ministry of Culture has identified 449 sites for 

cleanliness under special Swachhata Campaign 3.0, 

officials said. The ministry in a statement said it is 

undertaking the campaign within the ministry and its 

attached, subordinate and autonomous 

organisations located across the country. 
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76. Correct Answer: C 

Bangalore International Airport Limited (BIAL) has 

established South Asia’s first aircraft recovery 

training school (ARTS) on the premises of the 

Kempegowda International Airport (KIA) in 

Bengaluru. According to BIAL, this institution is 

entirely dedicated to providing hands-on training for 

aircraft recovery and is equipped with state-of-the-

art disabled aircraft recovery equipment (DARE). 

77. Correct Answer:  A 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport 

(CSMIA) in Mumbai has become the first airport in 

Asia to commission a 'Disabled Aircraft Recovery Kit' 

(DARK). DARK is a facility that can quickly recover 

large commercial and transport aircraft involved in 

runway excursions or other incidents. 

78. Correct Answer: D 

Star Health and Allied Insurance Policy has 

introduced a surrogacy cover and oocyte donor 

cover in its women health insurance policy, Star 

Women Care Insurance Policy. This addition will 

bring health insurance cover to surrogate mothers 

and oocyte donors at no extra cost to the 

policyholders. 

79. Correct Answer: D 

India Infrastructure Finance Company Limited (IIFCL) 

has sanctioned loans worth Rs 8,800 crore for 

airports and civil aviation infrastructure 

development in the country. The company is one of 

the major financiers of airports in India and has 

supported airports with a total project outlay of 

about Rs 74,000 crore. 

80. Correct Answer: C 

Nandini Azad, president of the Chennai-based Indian 

Cooperative Network for Women (ICNW), has been 

elected to the board of the International Raiffeisen 

Union (IRU), one of the oldest cooperative bodies in 

the world responsible for evolving a global policy on 

cooperatives in agriculture and other allied sectors. 

81. Correct Answer: A 

The 2023 edition of the Annual Joint Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Exercise (AJHE) 

– “CHAKRAVAT 2023” exercise was hosted by the 

Indian Navy at Goa from 09 to 11 Oct 2023. The 

exercise has been conducted by Indian Army, Indian 

Navy and Indian AirForce in rotation since 2016. The 

last edition of exercise was conducted at Agra by 

Indian AirForce.  

82. Correct Answer:  A 

Axis Bank, one of the leading private sector banks in 

India, has launched the country's first numberless 

credit card in partnership with fintech startup Fibe. 

The card offers enhanced security as it doesn't have 

a card number, expiry date, or CVV printed on it, 

reducing the risk of identity theft. It is powered by 

RuPay and can be linked to UPI. 

83. Correct Answer: C 

The Mahindra and Mahindra arm that makes three-

wheelers and small commercial vehicles in various 

fuel options including electric, has received the first 

tranche of Rs 300 crore from International Finance 

Corporation. In March 2023, the IFC committed to 

invest Rs 600 Crore (in one or more tranches), at a 

valuation of up to Rs 6020 crore, in a new company 

housing the last mile mobility division of Mahindra 

Group. 

84. Correct Answer: A 

Federal Bank has extended Unified Payments 

Interface (UPI) to NRE clients through its mobile 

banking platform, FedMobile. With the integration 

of UPI, NRI customers residing in countries approved 

by the National Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI) permitting UPI for NRIs can seamlessly utilize 

UPI features through FedMobile. 

85. Correct Answer: D 

Newly-crowned three-time world champion Max 

Verstappen was back to his sparkling best at the 

2023 F1 Qatar Grand Prix, securing his 14th win of 
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the season. The Dutch maestro, who clinched his 

third consecutive world title in sprint race, bounced 

back from a second-place finish, dominating the 

main event. 

86. Correct Answer: A 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chaired the 

52nd GST Council meeting held on 7 October 2023 in 

New Delhi.  

87. Correct Answer:  D 

India's services sector strengthened further in 

September, witnessing strongest output in 13 years. 

India's S&P Global's services PMI stood at 61 in 

September, up from 60.1 in August. The reading was 

above the 50-mark separating growth from 

contraction for a 26th consecutive month. 

88. Correct Answer: C 

The 10th edition of the Vibrant Gujarat Summit is 

scheduled to take place from January 10-12, 2024, at 

the Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar. Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 10th 

edition of the global Vibrant Gujarat Summit on 

January 10, Chief Minister Bhupendrabhai Patel said. 

89. Correct Answer: B 

Bangladesh has received the first Russian shipment 

of uranium fuel for its first nuclear power plant, 

making it the 33rd country in the world to produce 

nuclear energy. The South Asian country is building 

the first of two nuclear power plants in collaboration 

with Russian state-owned atomic company Rosatom. 

90. Correct Answer: C 

Russia has claimed to have successfully tested its 

nuclear-powered, nuclear-armed cruise missile, the 

Burevestnik. This missile is part of a series of new 

strategic weapons unveiled by Russian President 

Vladimir Putin in 2018. 

91. Correct Answer: D 

India has donated $1 billion in aid to Tanzanian water 

projects. Water Projects in 24 towns of Tanzania 

worth USD 500 Million through a Line of Credit 

scheme are presently being implemented. Once 

completed, it would provide easy access to safe 

drinking water to about 6 million residents of these 

regions. 

92. Correct Answer:  C 

Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 

India (IRDAI) to deploy Bima Vahaks in every Gram 

Panchayat before 31 December 2024, said the 

regulator in a circular. Meanwhile, the objective of 

Bima Vahak continues to be a women-centric, 

dedicated distribution channel that will ensure 

accessibility and availability of insurance in every 

nook and corner of the country. 

93. Correct Answer: C 

India's urban unemployment rate fell to 6.6% in the 

first quarter of 2023-24 from 6.8% in January-March. 

Some states/UTs surpassed the national average 

unemployment rate, including Himachal Pradesh 

(13.8%), Rajasthan (11.7%), Chhattisgarh (11.2%), 

Jammu and Kashmir (10.9%), and Kerala (10%). 

94. Correct Answer: B 

Israel imposed a total siege on the Gaza Strip on 

October 9 and cut off the water supply as it kept 

bombing targets in the crowded Palestinian enclave 

in response to the Hamas surprise assault. The 

United States has pledged “rock solid” support for 

Israel and said it would send munitions and military 

hardware to its key ally and divert an aircraft carrier 

group to the eastern Mediterranean. 

95. Correct Answer: B 

State-run NLC India (NLCIL) has secured a 810 

megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV) project from 

Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Nigam (RRVUNL) in Bikaner 

district. With this project, the capacity of power 

projects in Rajasthan will be 1.36 gigawatts (GW), 

including 1.1 GW of green power, bringing 

economies of scale and optimised fixed costs. 

96. Correct Answer: C 
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World Sight Day is a global event and it is observed 

annually on the second Thursday of October. This 

year it was observed on 12th October with the 

theme 'Love your eyes at work'. The focus is on 

raising the awareness of protecting people's vision at 

the workplace. 

97. Correct Answer:  C 

Centre for High Technology (CHT), under the aegis of 

the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Govt. of 

India has organized the 26th Energy Technology 

Meet (ETM), during 9-11 October 2023 at 

International Exhibition Cum Convention Centre 

(Bharat Mandapam), Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. 

Hardeep Singh Puri, Hon'ble Minister of Pertroleum 

& Natural Gas and Housing and Urban Affairs 

inaugurated the 26th Energy Technology Meet. 

98. Correct Answer: C 

Navneet Munot, MD and CEO of HDFC Asset 

Management, has been elected as the Chairman of 

Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI). Navneet 

Munot is a Chartered Accountant and a CFA charter 

holder and has over three decades of experience in 

financial services. 

99. Correct Answer: C 

The IMF expects Pakistan's economy to perform 

better in the current and next fiscal years compared 

to other multilateral agencies' projections despite 

the macroeconomic challenges faced by the cash-

strapped country. The International Monetary 

Fund's (IMF) World Economic Outlook for October, 

forecasts a growth of 2.5% for the country's 

economy in the current year, doubling to 5% in the 

next fiscal year. 

100. Correct Answer: A 

External affairs minister S Jaishankar announced the 

launch of Operation Ajay hours after his ministry set 

up a 24-hour control room to monitor the situation 

in Israel and Palestine and to provide assistance to 

citizens. The move comes at a time when several 

countries, including Hungary, Poland, Italy and 

Mexico, have operated special flights to evacuate 

their citizens from Israel. 

101. Correct Answer: C 

India's natural gas demand is expected to rise by 4% 

in 2023 calendar year and will continue to increase 

at an average annual rate of about 8% till 2026, the 

International Energy Agency said. The growth in 

demand will be primarily supported by the power, 

petrochemical and fertiliser sectors. 

102. Correct Answer:  D 

The Government of India's Department of Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying recently launched the 'A-

HELP' (Accredited Agent for Health and Extension of 

Livestock Production) initiative in the state of 

Jharkhand. 

103. Correct Answer: C 

Two French companies has inked pacts with 

Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace to launch their 

constellation of satellites onboard its indigenously-

developed Vikram-I rocket early next year. The MoUs 

signed at the Skyroot facility in Hyderabad are 

expected to turn into procurement of the startup's 

launch services over single or multi-launch 

agreements. 

104. Correct Answer: C 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) gave approval to the 

SBI Mutual Fund (SBIMF) to acquire up to 9.99 per 

cent of paid-up share capital or voting rights in the 

Induslnd Bank. SBIMF has been advised by RBI to 

acquire the aforesaid major shareholding in the Bank 

within a period of one year i.e., by October 10, 2024. 

105. Correct Answer: C 

The Spanish company PLD Space has made history 

after successfully completing the launch of the first 

private European rocket, MIURA 1. The launch also 

tested a technological device from the German 

Centre for Applied Space Technology and 

Microgravity (ZARM) under microgravity conditions. 
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106. Correct Answer: A 

National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro 

Sciences (NIMHANS) Bengaluru marked the World 

Mental Health Day 2023 by unveiling three new 

facilities – Centre for Brain and Mind, Platinum 

Jubilee Auditorium and Academic Facility, and 

Administrative Office Complex. Union Minister for 

Health & Family Welfare Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya 

virtually inaugurated these. 

107. Correct Answer:  B 

Union Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda 

inaugurated National Tribal Festival - ‘Aadi 

Mahotsav’ - in Jamshedpur, Jharkhand recently. The 

mega event was organized by the Tribal Cooperative 

Marketing Development Federation of India Limited 

(TRIFED), Ministry of Tribal Affairs, from 7th – 16th 

October 2023. 

108. Correct Answer: C 

India ranks 107 out of 121 countries on the Global 

Hunger Index in which it fares worse than all 

countries in South Asia barring war-torn Afghanistan. 

The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is a tool for 

comprehensively measuring and tracking hunger at 

global, regional, and national levels.  

109. Correct Answer: D 

The Reserve Bank of India has fined Paytm Payments 

Bank Rs 5.39 crore ($721,000) for non-compliance 

with Know Your Customer (KYC) norms and other 

regulations. The central bank conducted a special 

scrutiny of the bank's KYC/AML procedures and a 

system audit. 

110. Correct Answer: D 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the 

Certificate of Registration of Chennai-based Ind Bank 

Housing Ltd. Indian Bank and HUDCO (Housing and 

Urban Development Corporation Ltd) are major 

shareholders in the housing finance company, 

holding 51 per cent and 25 per cent stake, 

respectively. The company was set up in 1991. 

111. Correct Answer: A  

Bhopal's Mahila Thana has become the country's 

first women-centric police station to be certified by 

the ISO (International Organization for 

Standardization). The Misrod police station of 

Bhopal received the ISO certificate in May this year. 

112. Correct Answer:  C 

Ircon International Limited and RITES Ltd under the 

Ministry of Railways, have been announced as the 

15th and 16th Navratna among Central Public Sector 

Enterprise. Both the companies have been conferred 

Navratna status by the Ministry of Finance. 

113. Correct Answer: B 

Sri Lanka assumed the chairmanship of IORA for the 

period 2023 to 2025 at the Council of Ministers 

Meeting of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

on October 11. The IORA, an intergovernmental 

organization established in 1997, comprises 23 

member states and 11 dialogue partners hailing from 

regions surrounding the Indian Ocean. 

114. Correct Answer: C 

General Manoj Pande, the Chief of Army Staff 

presented the prestigious ‘President’s Colours’ to 

the Third Battalion of the Naga Regiment during an 

impressive Colour presentation parade held at 

Kumaon Regimental Centre, Ranikhet (Uttarakhand) 

on 13th October 2023. 

115. Correct Answer: C 

The Ahmedabad unit of Space Applications Centre 

(SAC) of the Indian Space Research Organization 

(ISRO) has signed a three-year Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with city-based Nav Wireless 

Technologies Pvt Ltd (NavTech) to use light-based 

high-speed communication for satellite 

communication in space, an official release stated. 

116. Correct Answer: D 

To empower the retailer community in the states of 

Odisha and Uttar Pradesh, the National Skill 

Development Corporation (NSDC), working under 
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the aegis of the Ministry of Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) announced a partnership 

with Coca-Cola India to launch the Super Power 

Retailer Program under the Skill India Mission. The 

program is being piloted in the state of Odisha. 

117. Correct Answer:  A 

A two-day comprehensive coastal security exercise 

Sagar Kavach 02/23 involving all maritime security 

agencies was conducted by the Indian Navy in 

Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and the UT of 

Puducherry from October 11 to12.  

118. Correct Answer: D 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta 

Das received the Award for being ranked ‘A+’ in the 

Global Finance Central Banker Report Cards 2023 in 

Marakkesh city of Morocco. The award recognizes 

those central bank governors whose strategies 

outperformed their peers through originality, 

creativity, and tenacity. 

119. Correct Answer: B 

Businessman Daniel Noboa, 35, is set to become the 

youngest president in Ecuador's history. With more 

than 97% of votes counted, Mr Noboa, a centrist, had 

a lead of four percentage points over his left-wing 

rival, Luisa González.  

120. Correct Answer: A 

Former Air New Zealand CEO Christopher Luxon 

became the 42nd Prime Minister of New Zealand. 

Luxon has emerged as a leader amid the cost of living 

crisis and three-decade high inflation in New 

Zealand. He has vowed to steer the country out of 

the economic mess and reduce government debt.  

121. Correct Answer: B 

India had an overall index value of 45.9 from 44.5 in 

2022, ranking 45 out of the 47 retirement income 

systems analyzed primarily due to improvements in 

adequacy and sustainability sub-indices, according 

to the 15th annual Mercer CFA Institute Global 

Pension Index (MCGPI). 

122. Correct Answer:  D 

The 15th annual Mercer CFA Institute Global Pension 

Index (MCGPI) has been published, and it shows that 

the Netherlands' retirement income system has once 

again secured the first position. Iceland and Denmark 

have claimed the second and third positions in the 

ranking, respectively. 

123. Correct Answer: A 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) said it has 

approved a USD 181 million loan to build quality 

infrastructure and services toward improving urban 

livability and mobility in the peri-urban areas of 

Ahmedabad, Gujarat. The Ahmedabad Peri-urban 

Livability Improvement Project will also construct 

166 kilometer (km) of water distribution network. 

124. Correct Answer: C 

Sberbank of Russia has become the first Russian bank 

to register with the Indian markets regulator SEBI as 

a foreign portfolio investor (FPI), according to data 

available on the website of National Stock 

Depository (NSDL). Sberbank of Russia, a state-

owned bank which already has a presence in India, 

registered with the Indian markets regulator for a 

Category I FPI licence.  

125. Correct Answer: A 

Indian Oil Corporation, the nation's biggest oil firm, 

will invest Rs 1,660.15 crore as equity in a newly set 

up joint venture with energy major NTPC Ltd for 

setting up renewable power plants. In June, IOC and 

NTPC had formed a 50:50 joint venture company, 

IndianOil NTPC Green Energy Pvt Ltd, to set up 

renewable energy projects to meet round-the-clock 

power requirements of refineries of the oil company. 

126. Correct Answer: D 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been 

signed between Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs 

(IICA) and National Institute of Communication 

Finance (NICF) recently. The MoU was signed by Prof 
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(Dr) Naveen Sirohi from IICA and Shri A K Singh, 

Deputy Director General from NICF. 

127. Correct Answer:  D 

Union education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has 

launched a web portal and special modules on ISRO's 

Chandrayaan-3 mission for school students. 

Developed by NCERT, under the aegis of the 

Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSEL), 

Ministry of Education, this portal is meant for school 

students.  

128. Correct Answer: B 

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has 

approved the merger of IDFC Ltd with IDFC FIRST 

Bank. The deal is subject to certain conditions, 

including the merger of IDFC Financial Holding into 

IDFC Ltd, followed by the amalgamation of IDFCL 

with IDFC FIRST Bank. 

129. Correct Answer: B 

Every year, the Raising Day of the National Security 

Guard (NSG) is celebrated on 16 October. An elite 

striking force, the NSG was established in 1984 after 

the Union Cabinet decided to create a "Federal 

Contingency Force" that was "well trained to tackle 

the various manifestations of terrorism."  

130. Correct Answer: A 

Kati Bihu is an Assamese festival celebrated with joy 

and happiness. It marks the relocation of rice 

saplings and is known as Kongali Bihu. It is one of the 

three Bihu festivals celebrated in Assam, all 

connected to agriculture. 

131. Correct Answer: C 

Operation Chakra-2 involved a widespread 

crackdown on cyber criminals in India. 

132. Correct Answer:  C 

Amol Muzumdar was named as the head coach of 

the India women's cricket team.  

133. Correct Answer: C 

The National Convention, the assembly that 

governed France during the Revolution, was 

dispersed on this date. 

134. Correct Answer: D 

The study highlighted that 20 of Earth's vital signs 

have worsened to the point of endangering life on 

Earth.  

135. Correct Answer: A 

The strike was to protest against gender 

discrimination and gender-based violence. 

136. Correct Answer: B 

The theme of the conference is "Integrated and 

Resilient Urban Transport.". 

137. Correct Answer:  B 

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurated the 

conference.  

138. Correct Answer: A 

Pramod Bhagat won a gold medal in badminton at 

the Asian Para Games. 

139. Correct Answer: B 

The theme of the conclave was 'Towards an Inclusive 

Approach.'  

140. Correct Answer: C 

IRDAI has formed a committee to simplify insurance 

policy wordings. 

141. Correct Answer: A 

Indian e-commerce giant Amazon has introduced the 

option for RuPay credit card users to make payments 

on EMIs. With EMI emerging as the most used form 

of payment during the first 48 hours of the Great 

Indian Festival Sale, Amazon says 1 in 4 orders were 

paid for using instalments while 3 in every 4 people 

who paid using EMI used the No Cost EMI option. 

142. Correct Answer:  D 

The European Union has awarded its top human 

rights prize to Mahsa Amini and the Iranian "Woman, 
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Life, Freedom" movement her death triggered. The 

22-year-old died in custody after allegedly violating 

the strict Iranian hijab (headscarf) rule for women. 

143. Correct Answer: B  

The former chief minister of Jharkhand Raghubar Das 

and BJP leader Indra Sena Reddy Nallu were 

appointed as the governors of Odisha and Tripura, 

respectively. Das, currently a national vice president 

of the BJP, was the chief minister of Jharkhand from 

2014 to 2019. Indra Sena Reddy Nallu is a BJP leader 

from Telangana. 

144. Correct Answer: A 

India commemorates National Solidarity Day on 

October 20 to honour the soldiers who fought during 

the Sino-Indian War of 1962, also known as the 

China–India War. This significant day marks the 

national integrity displayed by India in its conflict 

with China. 

145. Correct Answer: C 

The Arunachal Pradesh State Cabinet on 18 October 

approved the constitution of Special Tiger Protection 

Force (STPF) in the State for three Tiger Reserves of 

the State namely- Namdapha, Pakke and Kamlang. 

This decision will result in the creation of 336 regular 

posts in the state. 

146. Correct Answer: B 

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 511 

Pramod Mahajan Grameen Kaushalya Vikas Kendras 

in Maharashtra via video conferencing. Established 

across 34 rural districts of Maharashtra, these 

Kendras will conduct skill development training 

programs across various sectors to provide 

employment opportunities to rural youth. 

147. Correct Answer:  B 

In a significant step towards enhancing financial 

inclusion and support for the fisheries sector, Dr. 

Abhilaksh Likhi, Secretary (Fisheries), chaired a 

meeting focusing on the 'Ghar-Ghar KCC Abhiyaan.' 

At the meeting, Likhi emphasized the need for 

expansion of the KCC facility to the last mile of the 

fisheries value chain, ensuring that every eligible 

individual is covered. 

148. Correct Answer: B 

HDFC ERGO General Insurance announced the 

launch of Optima Secure, providing 4X coverage at 

no additional cost, thereby redefining the value a 

customer can get from health insurance. Families 

and individuals can choose coverage from ₹5 lakhs to 

₹2 crore, with different options available. This policy 

can be issued for a period of 1,2 or even 3 years. 

149. Correct Answer: C 

HDFC Bank has introduced XpressWay, a digital 

platform that offers various banking products and 

services, providing customers with a swift and 

convenient banking experience. The platform was 

launched during the festive season, giving customers 

easier access to finance for their seasonal shopping. 

150. Correct Answer: D  

The Mother Teresa Memorial Award for Social 

Justice 2023 will be conferred on jailed Iranian Nobel 

Laureate Nargis Mohammadi by the Harmony 

Foundation. The award recognizes Mohammadi's 

courage in advocating for human rights against the 

Iranian regim
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Economics 
Positive Indigenisation List (PIL) and 

Swavlamban 2.0 

 
Defence Minister unveiled the fifth Positive 

Indigenisation List (PIL) consisting of 98 items to be 

procured by the armed services from domestic suppliers 

over specified timelines. Additionally, he launched the 

Indian Navy’s updated indigenisation roadmap, known as 

Swavlamban 2.0. 

What is Positive Indigenisation List (PIL)? 

• Items on the Positive Indigenization List are 

those that are solely available for purchase by 

the Indian armed forces from domestic 

producers, including DPSUs and the private 

sector. 

• This action is a component of the government's 

attempts to encourage domestic production of 

defense equipment and lessen dependency on 

imported weapons. 

• The Defense Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020 

introduced this idea. 

• In the next five to ten years, it is anticipated that 

firm orders for large systems, critical platforms, 

weapon systems, sensors, and munitions would 

be placed; therefore, it places an emphasis on 

the import replacement of these components. 

Items on the Indigenisation List 

• Diverse Range: The PIL is home to a vast array of 

equipment, including guided weapon system 

test equipment, radars, automated mobile test 

systems, futuristic infantry combat vehicles, 

articulated all-terrain vehicles, different kinds of 

unmanned aerial vehicles, and precision kill 

systems for artillery. 

• Strategic Importance: By strengthening the 

nation's defense capabilities and lowering its 

dependency on outside sources, these goods are 

essential. They support India's efforts to become 

self-sufficient in the field of defense. 

Swavlamban 2.0: Industry Challenges and Initiatives 

• 76 Challenges: As part of the 10th Defence India 

Start-up Challenges (DISC-10) and Innovations 

for Defence Excellence (iDEX), Defence Minister 

Singh also introduced 76 challenges for industry 

participants at the Swavlamban 2.0 event. 

• International Collaboration: India's dedication to 

promoting international alliances for technical 

growth was demonstrated at the event, which 

also saw the release of two INDUS X challenges, 

an initiative between iDEX and the U.S. 

Department of Defence. 

Vision of Self-Reliance 

• Navy's Commitment: In keeping with India's 

100th anniversary of independence, the Indian 

Navy is dedicated to achieving complete self-

reliance by 2047. 

• strategic significance The importance of 

independence has been highlighted by the 

COVID-19 epidemic and international wars, 

particularly in the defense industry. Reliance on 

outside resources for defense requirements is 

regarded as a strategic weakness that requires 

attention. 

• Accomplishments: The Navy's initiatives to 

support domestic innovation have produced 

notable outcomes, including as technology 

agreements, collaborations with MSMEs and 

startups, and a growing network of defense 

suppliers. 

Way forward 

• Future Objectives: In keeping with its dedication 

to independence, the Indian Navy has set high 
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goals to create cutting-edge technologies in 

association with local MSMEs and startups. 

• Expanding Ecosystem: As a result of the Navy's 

efforts, the defence ecosystem now includes 

over 100 new companies, with additional 

procurement orders on the horizon. 

• A Strong India: By employing special ideas and 

skills created in India specifically for India, the 

goal is to create a force that embodies a 

powerful and advanced India. 

Bangladesh accepts first Uranium for 

Russia-backed Nuclear Plant 

 
Bangladesh celebrated a major turning point in its energy 

history when the first shipment of uranium for its nuclear 

power plant, supported by Russia, arrived. The $12.65 

billion initiative intends to fortify the country's electricity 

grid, which is beset by frequent blackouts. 90% of the 

project's cost is being financed by a loan from Moscow, 

demonstrating the tight ties between Bangladesh and 

Russia. 

Rooppur Nuclear Plant 

• In Rooppur hamlet, west of Dhaka, construction 

on the Rooppur nuclear facility started in 2017. 

• It consists of two 1,200 megawatt units, the first 

of which is scheduled to start operating this year 

and the second of which is anticipated to reach 

full operation by 2025. 

• When it is completely operational, it will have 

the biggest producing capacity of any power 

plant in Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh’s Pursuit of Moscow’s Friendship 

• Difficulties with Loan Repayment: In the past, US 

sanctions against Russian organizations, such as 

the state nuclear agency Rosatom, have caused 

construction to be delayed since Bangladesh was 

unable to repay loans in US dollars. 

• Chinese Yuan Payment: In order to get around 

the penalties, Bangladesh pledged in April to pay 

more than $300 million in Chinese Yuan. 

However, these payments have not yet been 

made. 

Bangladesh’s Energy Imperatives 

• Overcoming Energy Challenges: Millions of 

people in Bangladesh are impacted by daily 

power outages that can last up to 13 hours due 

to the country's acute energy crisis. 

• Reducing Fossil Fuel Dependency: By utilizing 

nuclear energy and other cleaner sources, the 

nation hopes to lessen its reliance on fossil fuels. 

• Mitigation of Climate Change: Bangladesh 

outlines its plans to use nuclear energy as part of 

its plan to fight climate change and drastically 

cut carbon emissions by 2030. 

Challenges and Concerns 

• Safety and Waste Management: The threats to 

public health and safety as well as the 

management of radioactive waste from nuclear 

energy plants continue to be concerns. 

• Time-consuming Construction: While renewable 

energy sources can be deployed more quickly, 

nuclear facilities require several years to build. 

• Energy Mix: To ensure a sustainable energy 

future, the country's energy journey combines 

economics, diplomacy, and environmental 

concerns in a nuanced manner. 

PUSA-44 Paddy Variety Ban in Punjab 
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The state has decided to outlaw the production of the 

PUSA-44 paddy type, effective with the upcoming 

farming season, according to the Punjab Chief Minister. 

This action has sparked debate concerning the reasons 

behind the prohibition of such a well-liked paddy type 

and the potential effects on the state's agriculture. 

About PUSA-44 

• Origin: PUSA-44 was created in 1993 by the 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) 

and progressively gained traction among 

farmers in Punjab. 

• Quick Adoption: Punjab's farmers began farming 

it more extensively because of its excellent yield, 

and today it makes up 70–80% of the region 

planted to paddy. 

Yield Comparison 

• High production: PUSA-44 is preferred by 

farmers due to its remarkable production, which 

is approximately 85 to 100 quintals per acre as 

opposed to the 28 to 30 quintals produced by 

other types. 

• Economic Advantage: The higher yield results in 

better income, with possible earnings above the 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) of Rs 15,000 to 

22,000 per acre. 

Reasons for Ban 

• Long Maturity Period: PUSA-44 takes a long time 

to mature—about 160 days—far longer than 

other cultivars. This means that 5–6 extra 

watering cycles are needed. 

• Groundwater Depletion: Punjab is experiencing 

significant groundwater depletion. In an effort to 

save water resources, the government has 

banned PUSA-44 in an area that is becoming 

more and more covered with paddy. 

• Stubble Burning: The problem of stubble burning 

is made worse by PUSA-44's prolonged maturity 

stage. Because there is not much time between 

harvest and wheat sowing, managing stubble 

becomes difficult, which increases the number 

of stubble burning events. 

• Air Pollution: Burning stubble during the winter 

months in North India causes serious air 

pollution that has an adverse effect on public 

health. 

Impact of PUSA-44 on Stubble Burning 

• Timing of Harvest: PUSA-44 is harvested shortly 

before wheat is sown, providing a small window 

of time for removing stubble. 

• Stubble Quantity: PUSA-44 exacerbates the issue 

of stubble burning by producing about 2 percent 

more stubble than shorter-duration cultivars. 

• High-Incidence Districts: During the PUSA-44 

harvest, there are more stubble-burning events 

in a number of Punjabi districts, including 

Barnala, Sangrur, Ludhiana, Moga, Patiala, 

Fatehgarh Sahib, Muktsar, Bathinda, Faridkot, 

and Mansa. 

Stubble Burning Statistics 

• Fire Incidents: Due to the PUSA-44 crop, there 

was a high frequency of stubble fire in a number 

of districts in 2022. 

• Persistence: Stubble burning usually started 

during the PUSA-44 harvest in the third week of 

October and went on until November 25. 

Goa’s Cashew Industry receives GI Tag 

 
The recent awarding of a Geographical Indication (GI) tag 

to Goa’s cashew industry has ignited hope and 

enthusiasm among cashew manufacturers and 

processors in the state. 

Goa’s Cashew Industry 

• Goa's Cashew Introduction: In the sixteenth 

century, Portuguese settlers brought cashews to 
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Goa. It was originally grown mainly for 

afforestation and soil conservation. 

• Finding of Edible Value: In the middle of the 18th 

century, during Goa's independence movement, 

the cashew nut's actual economic worth was 

ascertained. Goan captives who were banished 

to Mozambique, an African country ruled by 

Portugal, realized that cashew nuts could be 

eaten. 

• Growth of the Cashew Industry: Driven primarily 

by demand in the USA, cashew production has 

grown from a cottage industry to a large-scale 

business. In 1926, Goa's first cashew factory 

opened for business, and in 1930, the first 

shipment of cashew kernels was shipped. 

• Contribution from Foreign Trade: In 1961, the 

cashew processing sector made up almost 60% 

of Goa's total industrial production. Both 

imported and locally farmed cashew nuts were 

processed before being shipped to nations 

including Saudi Arabia, Japan, West Germany, 

and the United States of America. 

Understanding the GI Tag 
• A Geographical Indication (GI) is a label applied 

to goods that are known for coming from a 

particular place and having characteristics or a 

certain reputation as a result. 

• Nodal Agency: Geographical Indications of 

Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999, 

effective September 2003, was passed by the 

Department for Promotion of Industry and 

Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce 

and Industry, India. India is a member of the 

World Trade Organization (WTO). 

• The WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects 

of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 

Agreement defines GIs in Article 22 (1). 

• The tag is good for ten years. 

Recent GI tags 

GI Tags in News: 

[1] Jaderi Namakatti 

 
• White-colored clay sticks with a smooth texture 

that resemble fingers are known as jaderi 

namakatti. 

• They are applied to the foreheads of men, 

temple elephants, and idols. 

• Jaderi is a little village in Tamil Nadu's 

Tiruvannamalai district. 

• In Cheyyar taluk, namakatti making has been the 

principal occupation of about 120 families for 

over 300 years. 

[2] Basohli Pashmina 

 
• The Kathua area of Jammu and Kashmir is home 

to the ancient craft of basohli pashmina. Its 

renowned softness, fineness, and sensation of 

lightness are its main selling points. 

• Hand-spun yarns like as pashmina are prized for 

their exceptional softness, fineness, light weight, 

and warmth. 

• Pashmina can be used to manufacture a wide 

range of items, including blankets, mufflers, 

baskets, and shawls for both men and women. 

• Capra hircus is the species of mountain goat 

from which it originates. These goats can be 

found in sections of Ladakh and on the 

Changthang Plateau in Tibet. 



THE EKLAVYA IAS ACADEMY Phone: 7506701541 / 7506701542 

 

OUR BRANCHES - DADAR (W), GHATKOPAR (E), CHEMBUR (E), NERUL (E), NEW PANVEL 

 

119 

• The Changpa, a group of people from Ladakh, are 

renowned for producing Pashmina wool. They 

are nomadic, meaning they travel around a lot, 

and they reside on the Changthang plateau in 

Tibet. 

[3] Marcha Rice 

• Grown in specific areas within six blocks in the 

Indian state of Bihar's West Champaran district. 

Mainatar, Gaunaha, Narkatiaganj, Ramnagar, 

Lauriya, and Chanpatia are some of these blocks. 

• It has been assigned a Geographical Indication 

(GI) designation, signifying that the region in 

which it is grown contributes special attributes 

to it. 

• Grown by the Marcha Dhan Utpadak 

Pragatisheel Samuh, a legally recognized 

association of West Champaran district paddy 

growers. 

• Marcha Rice is a unique native kind of rice that is 

well-known for its unique flavor and scent. 

[4] Atreyapuram Pootharekulu 

 
• Reyer's Puram Pootharekulu is a customary 

dessert that comes from the Andhra Pradesh 

village of Atreyapuram, which is located in the 

Konaseema district on the banks of the Godavari 

River. 

• The literal translation of the word 

"Pootharekulu" is "coated sheets," however this 

explanation might seem a little ambiguous. 

• This classic confection is renowned for its 

exceptional delicateness and unique flavor. 

• It is made by layering paper-thin rice flour sheets 

that have been carefully covered in ghee, or 

clarified butter, then folded to enclose sugar 

dust or powdered jaggery. 

• Furthermore, some Pootharekulu variations 

could contain finely chopped roasted dry fruits, 

like cashews, almonds, and pistachios. 

• The recipe depends on a particular kind of rice 

called MTU-3626, or Bondalu in the local 

vernacular. 

• This type of rice is selected because it has a 

distinct flavor and has a sticky consistency, both 

of which are essential for making this dessert. 

Centre raises MSP for Rabi Crops 

 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has 

increased the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for all Rabi 

crops for the financial year 2024-25. 

Understanding MSP 

• Policy Framework: The government's MSP 

program was created to protect farmers' 

earnings. It is a component of administrative 

decision-making rather than an entitlement, in 

contrast to subsidized grains under the Public 

Distribution System (PDS). 

• Commodity MSPs: Based on suggestions from 

the Commission on Agricultural Costs and Prices 

(CACP), the Center now sets MSPs for 23 

agricultural commodities. 

• Absent Legal Support: As of right now, neither a 

statute nor a regulation requiring their 

implementation supports these pricing. 

Fixing MSPs 

• Elements Taken Into Account: The cost of 

cultivation is one of the many elements that 

CACP takes into account when suggesting MSP 

for a product. 
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• Important factors: These factors include the 

dynamics of supply and demand, prices on the 

domestic and international markets, crop parity, 

effects on consumers and the environment, and 

terms of trade between the agricultural and non-

agricultural sectors. 

• The 2018–19 Budget adopted the "pre-

determined principle," which states that MSPs 

should be established at 1.5 times the cost of 

production. This reduces the responsibility of 

CACP to only calculate production costs and 

apply the formula. 

Production Cost Calculation 

• Three Cost Categories: At the state and national 

average levels, CACP determines three 

production cost categories for every crop. 

• A2: Includes all expenses paid out to the farmer 

directly, including labor, gasoline, land lease, 

fertilizers, seeds, and irrigation. 

• A2+FL: Comprises A2 and adds a value to account 

for unpaid family work. 

• C2: A thorough cost accounting that includes 

A2+FL as well as rentals and forfeited interests 

on owned land and capital assets. 

Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS): 

Connecting Cities at High Speed 

 

PM Modi has inaugurated the first segment of India’s 

groundbreaking Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS), a 

high-speed rail network aimed at enhancing regional 

connectivity. 

Understanding the RRTS Project 

• Integrated Mass transport Network: By 

improving connectivity and accessibility 

throughout the National Capital Region, the 

RRTS is an integrated mass transport network 

designed to support sustainable and balanced 

urban development. 

• Source of the Concept: A 1998–1999 study 

commissioned by Indian Railways gave rise to 

the idea of RRTS, which envisioned quick 

commuter trains linking different NCR regions. 

• Planning for the National Capital Region: The 

National Capital Region Planning Board (NCRPB) 

suggested eight RRTS corridors to connect NCR 

municipalities and accepted the RRTS idea when 

creating its "Functional Plan on Transport for 

NCR-2032." 

Development Agency 

• Nodal Agency: The RRTS, sometimes referred to 

as "Namo Bharat," is being constructed by 

NCRTC, a joint venture between the Central 

government, Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, and 

Uttar Pradesh. The Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs is in charge of it. 

• Project Scope: The RRTS project covers an area 

of around 55,000 square kilometers in the 

enormous National Capital Region (NCR), 

providing services to more than 46 crore people, 

who have a combined GDP estimated at $370 

billion. 

How RRTS differ from existing Systems? 

• Impressive Speed: RRTS trains have a 160 km/h 

operating speed and can achieve a 180 km/h 

maximum speed on design. 

• Faster in comparison: The average speed of Delhi 

Metro trains is between 100 and 120 km per 

hour. 
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• Coverage: The RRTS has faster speeds than the 

current metro systems, which makes it perfect 

for quickly traveling relatively longer distances 

throughout the NCR. 

• Comfort and Frequency: RRTS offers better 

passenger comfort and operates at higher 

frequency than Indian Railways, even though it 

travels fewer distances. 

• foreign Models: The RRTS is modeled after other 

successful foreign systems, such as the SEPTA 

Regional Rail in the United States, the RER in 

Paris, and Regional-Express trains in Germany 

and Austria. 

Objectives of the RRTS Project 

• Increasing Multimodal connection: By enhancing 

multimodal connection at current transportation 

hubs, the RRTS seeks to unleash the potential of 

the NCR. 

• Decongesting Roads and Rails: Promoting public 

transit would help to reduce traffic on roads, 

highways, metro areas, and train lines. This is 

one of the main objectives. 

• Economic Growth: The RRTS aims to increase 

economic productivity in the area by enabling 

reduced travel times, which will enable more 

businesses to flourish in the suburbs of Uttar 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Haryana. 

Corridors under the RRTS Project 

• Eight Corridors: The RRTS project encompasses 

eight corridors, with three being developed 

under Phase I: 

1. Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut (82 km) 

2. Delhi-Gurugram-SNB-Alwar (164 km) 

3. Delhi-Panipat (103 km) 

• Future Development: Future corridors include 

routes like Delhi – Faridabad – Ballabgarh – 

Palwal, Ghaziabad – Khurja, Delhi – Bahadurgarh 

– Rohtak, Ghaziabad-Hapur, and Delhi-

Shahadra-Baraut. 

• Sarai Kale Khan Hub: The RRTS station at Sarai 

Kale Khan will serve as the project’s central hub, 

connecting all three Phase I corridors, bridging 

the gap between Delhi and Uttar Pradesh, 

Haryana, and Rajasthan. 

 Environment & Diversity  
Large Ozone Hole detected over Antarctica 
 

 
Satellite measurements conducted over Antarctica have 

unveiled a gigantic hole in the ozone layer. Termed an 

“ozone-depleted area,” this region spans 26 million 

square kilometers (10 million square miles), 

approximately three times the size of Brazil. 

Ozone Layer and Ozone Hole 

Location 
Stratosphere, approximately 10-30 km 

above Earth’s surface. 

  

Composition 
Composed of ozone (O3) molecules. 

Unit of measurement: Dobsob Unit (DU) 

Function 

Acts as a protective shield, absorbing 

and blocking a significant portion of 

harmful ultraviolet (UV) radiation from 

the sun. 

Importance 

Essential for protecting life on Earth by 

preventing excessive UV radiation, 

which can harm living organisms and the 

environment. 
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Ozone-

depleting 

Substances 

Threatened by ODS like 

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), halons, and 

other synthetic compounds commonly 

used in refrigeration, air conditioning, 

and aerosol propellants. 

Montreal 

Protocol 

An international treaty adopted in 1987 

to phase out the production and 

consumption of ODS, resulting in 

significant recovery of the ozone layer. 

Current Status 

The ozone layer is in the process of 

recovery due to the success of the 

Montreal Protocol. 

Environmental 

Impact 

Protects ecosystems, prevents skin 

cancer, cataracts, and other health 

issues in humans. 

Additional Facts 

• The size of the ozone hole over 

Antarctica varies annually, opening in 

August and closing in November or 

December. 

• Special winds caused by the Earth’s 

rotation create a unique climate over 

Antarctica, preventing mixing with 

surrounding air. 

• When these winds subside, the hole 

closes. 

Potential Causes of the Giant Ozone Hole 

• Volcanic Eruption in Tonga: According to 

scientific speculation, volcanic eruptions in 

Hunga Tonga, Tonga, between December 2022 

and January 2023, may be the cause of this year's 

large ozone hole. Through chemical interactions, 

the ozone layer was impacted by the emission of 

water vapor and other materials into the 

stratosphere by these eruptions. 

• Human-Induced Ozone Holes: Scientists first 

observed substantial ozone depletion in the 

1970s as a result of human activity, particularly 

the usage of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). The 

ozone layer was weakened by these compounds' 

release of chlorine into the stratosphere. 

• Effective Mitigation: The 1987 Montreal Protocol 

phased out chemicals that deplete the ozone 

layer in an effort to stop ozone depletion. Over 

time, the extent of ozone holes was successfully 

decreased by this international accord. 

Ozone Depletion and Climate Change 

• Not the Main Cause of Climate Change: Ozone 

depletion is not the main factor causing climate 

change in the world. 

• Effect of Rising Temperatures: On the other 

hand, ozone holes might be impacted by rising 

global temperatures. Severe fires, like the ones 

that occurred in the southeast of Australia in 

2020 and 2021, released smoke into the 

stratosphere, which may have contributed to the 

ozone hole. 

• Changing Seasons: Ozone holes have the power 

to modify the course of the seasons by 

prolonging winter seasons by lengthening polar 

vortexes. 

Violations of Graded Response Action Plan 

(GRAP) 

 
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) issued notices to 

Delhi and Punjab State administrations regarding the 

violations of the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP). 

The GRAP involves implementing stricter measures to 

combat air pollution during the winter months. 

About Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) 

• In 2014, a WHO research revealed Delhi to be the 

most polluted city in the world. This led to the 

creation of the GRAP. 
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• Following numerous expert discussions, the 

Supreme Court accepted GRAP in the 2016 case 

of M. C. Mehta v. Union of India. 

• January 2017 saw the Ministry of Environment, 

Forests, and Climate Change notify GRAP for the 

first time. 

Implementation 

• The implementation of GRAP has been 

transferred to the Commission for Air Quality 

Management in NCR & Adjoining Areas (CAQM) 

as of 2021. 

• The Supreme Court-appointed EPCA will direct 

states to implement GRAP measures before 

2021. 

• The EPCA was dissolved in 2020, and the 

Commission for Air Quality Management 

(CAQM) took its place. 

• The Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology 

(IITM) and the India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) produce meteorological forecasts, which 

are the basis for the CAQM recommendations. 

The Air Quality Index (AQI) is also used. 

Governance 
TRAI can’t regulate OTT platforms: TDSAT 

 
In an interim ruling, the Telecom Disputes Settlement 

and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) made it clear that Over-

the-Top (OTT) services like Hotstar are not under the 

purview of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 

(TRAI). Rather, the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MeitY) issued the Information 

Technology Rules, 2021, which control them. 

Context for TDSAT’s Decision 

• The petition was started by the All India Digital 

Cable Federation (AIDCF), which claims that Star 

India's free mobile device streaming of ICC 

Cricket World Cup matches via Disney+ Hotstar 

violates TRAI regulations. 

• This is because fans must subscribe and pay a 

monthly fee in order to watch matches on Star 

Sports TV networks. 

Diverging Opinions on OTT Regulation 

• IT Ministry v. DoT: Citing the Allocation of 

Business Rules, the IT Ministry argues that 

internet-based communication services, 

including over-the-top (OTT) platforms, are not 

subject to DoT jurisdiction. 

• DoT's Draft Telecom Bill: The DoT put up a draft 

telecom bill that aims to regulate OTT platforms 

like telecom operators and categorizes them as 

telecommunications services. MeitY has voiced 

opposition to this approach. 

TRAI’s Attempt at OTT Regulation 

• TRAI has changed its position and started 

consulting on regulating over-the-top (OTT) 

communication services after arguing for three 

years that no particular regulatory framework 

was needed for these services. 

• Consultation Paper: In June, TRAI published a 

consultation paper asking for suggestions on 

how to regulate over-the-top (OTT) services and 

whether prohibiting certain OTT services could 

be a better option than completely shutting 

down the Internet. 

• Demand from Telecom Operators: Telecom 

companies have long campaigned for regulatory 

action against over-the-top (OTT) platforms and 

for "same service, same rules." 

Significance of TDSAT’s Order 

• TDSAT decision holds significance due to ongoing 

debates over the regulation of OTT services. 
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• TRAI and the Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT) have been 

attempting to regulate OTT platforms, while the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology opposes these efforts. 

Recommendations and Monitoring 

• In September 2020, TRAI recommended against 

regulatory intervention for OTT platforms, 

suggesting that market forces should govern the 

sector. 

• However, it also emphasized the need for 

monitoring and intervention at an “appropriate 

time.” 

Conclusion 

• The ongoing discussion about the regulation of 

these services in India is made more complex by 

the recent TDSAT verdict on the jurisdiction of 

OTT platforms. 

• The IT Ministry argues that these services are not 

covered by telecom regulations, even as TRAI 

and the DoT pursue regulatory actions. 

• The changing environment emphasizes the 

necessity of using a sophisticated strategy to 

balance the interests of many parties, such as 

government agencies, telecom companies, and 

the general people. 

India’s Digital Future: The Implications of 

the Digital India Act 2023 

 
The Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal 

(TDSAT) has issued an interim order that explicitly states 

that Over-the-Top (OTT) services, such as Hotstar, are 

not governed by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of 

India (TRAI). Instead, they are governed by the 

Information Technology Rules, 2021, which were 

released by the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY). 

Adapting to a Changing Digital Landscape 

• The All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF), 

which initiated the petition, asserts that TRAI 

laws are broken by Star India's free mobile 

device streaming of ICC Cricket World Cup 

matches via Disney+ Hotstar. 

• This is due to the fact that viewers of Star Sports 

TV networks must subscribe and pay a monthly 

subscription in order to watch matches. 

Key Provisions of the Digital India Act (DIA) 

• Online Safety and Trust: DIA places a high 

priority on these topics while continuing to be 

flexible in response to changes in the global 

regulatory landscape and commercial realities. 

• Responsible Technology Adoption: It promotes 

moral behavior and accountability by offering 

standards for the appropriate application of 

technology such as blockchain and artificial 

intelligence. 

• Open Internet: DIA maintains the idea of an open 

internet while making sure that the essential 

rules are in place to safeguard users. 

• Know Your Customer (KYC) for Wearable 

Devices: This law imposes strict KYC standards on 

wearable technology, which are further 

strengthened by penalties under the criminal 

code. 

• Examination of the "Safe Harbour" Principle: The 

DIA is thinking about reviewing the "safe 

harbour" principle, which could change the 

requirements for online accountability. 

Challenges and Concerns 

• Impact on Innovation: Tighter rules may hinder 

foreign investment and entrepreneurial 

endeavors, particularly in the area of developing 

technology. 

• Freedom of Expression: A review of the "safe 

harbour" principle may cause online platforms to 
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behave cautiously, which could have an impact 

on the right to free speech. 

• Enforcement Challenges: Achieving a balance 

amongst several stakeholders is a problem, and 

effective enforcement will necessitate a 

substantial investment of time, money, and 

infrastructure. 

Conclusion 

• A progressive step toward India's safe, 

responsible, and creative digital future is the 

Digital India Act 2023. 

• It recognizes that the digital era is dynamic and 

has the power to influence how the country's 

digital landscape develops for upcoming 

generations. 

• Vigilance and flexibility will be necessary as talks 

and discussions proceed in order to minimize 

unforeseen consequences and provide a fair 

approach to regulation in the digital sphere. 

Abortion Rights in India: Legal Complexities 

and Ethical Dilemmas 

 
India has a liberal, pro-choice abortion law that is well 

ahead of those of other nations, according to CJI DY 

Chandrachud. A married lady who wishes to end her 26-

week pregnancy medically is the subject of the case 

being heard by SC. This calls into question both the 

current legal system and a woman's choice in choosing 

to abort. 

Woman’s Perspective 

• Unplanned Pregnancy: According to a 27-year-

old married mother of two, her pregnancy was 

not planned. 

• Financial Strain: After the birth of her second kid, 

she is receiving therapy for postpartum 

depression, and she claims that her family's 

income is insufficient to sustain a second child. 

Court Decisions and AIIMS Report 

• First Approval: An abortion up to 24 weeks was 

first approved by a two-judge bench, which 

reasoned that an unintended pregnancy brought 

on by a contraceptive failure is similar to a forced 

pregnancy. 

• AIIMS Concern: Given that the fetus is still alive, 

AIIMS, Delhi, has expressed concerns over the 

possibility of performing foeticide, or halting the 

foetal heart, prior to abortion. 

• Three-Judge Bench: Chief Justice of India (CJI) D 

Y Chandrachud led the three-judge bench that 

took up the case. The bench demanded a new 

medical report to evaluate the health of the 

fetus and the lady. 

Understanding the Abortion Law 

• Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act (MTP 

Act): The MTP Act allows termination of 

pregnancy in three stages. 

1. Termination up to 20 weeks with the 

advice of one doctor. 

2. Pregnancy at 20-24 weeks requires the 

opinion of two registered medical 

practitioners, under specific conditions. 

3. After 24 weeks, a medical board in 

approved facilities assesses the 

termination based on substantial foetal 

abnormalities. 

Court’s History of Allowing Late-Term Abortion 

• Several Precedents: The court has previously 

permitted terminations beyond 26 weeks in 

various cases, often in cases of rape or 

consensual relationships. 

• Marital Status Factor: The current case 

distinguishes itself by the woman’s marital 

status, implying that the conception is 

consensual and not a forced pregnancy. 

Balancing Rights: Woman vs. Unborn Child 



THE EKLAVYA IAS ACADEMY Phone: 7506701541 / 7506701542 

 

OUR BRANCHES - DADAR (W), GHATKOPAR (E), CHEMBUR (E), NERUL (E), NEW PANVEL 

 

126 

• Ongoing Debate: The CJI-led Bench oscillates 

between prioritizing a woman’s rights over 

abortion and the need to balance the rights of 

the unborn child. 

• Liberal Approach: India’s law on abortion is 

considered liberal and pro-choice, with courts 

often favouring the woman’s autonomy. 

Comparisons with International Standards 

• Foetal Viability: In India, the idea of using "foetal 

viability" as a criterion for approving abortions is 

still relatively new. It is compliant with global 

norms. 

• USA Roe v. Wade: In 1973, the US Supreme Court 

decided a historic judgment that permitted 

abortion up until the point of fetal viability. 

Viability was 28 weeks in 1973, however thanks 

to scientific discoveries, it is currently shorter. 

• Indian legislation is criticized for being unclear by 

some since doctors, not women, decide whether 

to end a pregnancy after 20 weeks, which 

frequently requires judicial intervention. 

Autonomy vs. Unborn Child’s Rights 

• Legislative Gap: Although women's autonomy in 

reproductive decision-making is supported by 

the Indian legal framework, there are still gaps in 

the law, particularly with regard to impromptu 

interventions. 

• Ethical Debate: Although Indian law favors 

women's liberty, there are moral conundrums 

with regard to the rights of unborn children. 

• Legal precedents: The validity of the MTP Act 

with respect to an unborn child's right to life has 

been discussed in cases such as Nand Kishore 

Sharma versus Union of India. 

Conclusion 

• Abortion in India is fraught with legal and ethical 

issues, as demonstrated by the current Supreme 

Court case. 

• Although a woman's right to make her own 

decisions is protected by the law, striking a 

careful balance between personal freedom and 

the rights of the unborn child is difficult. 

• This complicated case highlights the necessity 

for ongoing legal discussion and even legislative 

changes to meet changing reproductive rights 

issues as the court works through it. 

Money Laundering Probe against a Political 

Party 

 
The Enforcement Directorate (ED) is contemplating 

adding a political party as an accused in a money 

laundering probe linked to the now-defunct Excise 

Policy of the Delhi government. 

Booking a Political Party for Money Laundering 

• Relevant Law: In this instance, Section 70 of the 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 

which handles corporate offenses, may be 

applied. 

• What "Company" means: Political parties are not 

considered "companies" under the Companies 

Act; nevertheless, the PMLA has an explanation 

that expands the definition to include 

"associations of individuals," which may include 

political parties. 

Precedent for such Cases 

• This action might create a big legal precedent in 

India if it is pursued. 

• Political parties have been the subject of Income 

Tax Act investigations in the past. 

• According to a Finance Ministry announcement, 

trusts and non-governmental organizations are 

already covered by the PMLA. 

Connection between Charges and Political Party 
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• The primary accusation made by the ED is that 

the political party was given the money obtained 

through the excise scam. 

• Section 70 of the PMLA provides further 

clarification by stating that a firm can be 

punished regardless of whether the prosecution 

or conviction of any individual will depend on the 

prosecution or conviction of another legal 

juridical person. 

• This suggests that the party may still face 

separate prosecution for money laundering even 

in cases where cases involving party members 

are unsuccessful. 

History  
Story of Mahatma Gandhi’s Portrait on 

Indian Banknotes 

 
As the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi seems like 

an obvious choice to be the face of Indian money. 

His picture didn't appear on official banknotes printed by 

the RBI, which serves as both the country's central bank 

and the supervisory body over the Indian banking 

industry, until 1996. 

Gandhi’s Portrait on Indian Currency 

• Photographic Source: Gandhi's image on Indian 

banknotes is a cut-out from a 1946 photo of him 

with British politician Lord Frederick William 

Pethick-Lawrence, not a caricature. 

• Expression Is Important: The portrait is a mirror 

image of the cut-out, and it was selected 

because it perfectly captures Gandhi's happy 

face. 

• Unknown Cameramen: It's interesting that 

neither the photographer nor the person who 

chose the image are known. 

Currency Design Process 

• RBI's Responsibilities: The Department of 

Currency Management of the RBI is in charge of 

creating rupee notes, pending Union 

government and central bank clearance. 

• Regulatory Framework: The RBI Act, 1934, 

Section 25, stipulates that the central 

government must approve the design, form, and 

material of banknotes after taking the central 

board's recommendations into account. 

Gandhi’s Debut on Indian Currency 

• 1969 Commemoration: In 1969, Gandhi made 

his debut on Indian banknotes as part of a 

limited series released to mark the 100th 

anniversary of his birth. These notes, signed by 

RBI governor LK Jha, showed Gandhi with the 

Sevagram Ashram. 

• 1987 Inclusion: A batch of Rs 500 banknotes with 

images of Gandhi were unveiled in October 

1987. 

The Transition to Independent India’s Banknotes 

• Post-Independence Currency: The RBI first 

issued colonial-era notes featuring King George 

VI after India attained independence in August 

1947. 

• Continuity of Design: The Lion Capital watermark 

was included on the banknotes that were 

subsequently released in 1950 in the values of Rs 

2, 5, 10, and 100, so preserving the continuity of 

the prior designs. 

Gandhi’s Permanence on Banknotes 

• Security Concerns in the 1990s: As reprographic 

technology advanced, the RBI realized in the 

1990s that currency notes needed to have more 



THE EKLAVYA IAS ACADEMY Phone: 7506701541 / 7506701542 

 

OUR BRANCHES - DADAR (W), GHATKOPAR (E), CHEMBUR (E), NERUL (E), NEW PANVEL 

 

128 

security features. It was decided that human 

faces were less likely to be faked than inanimate 

items. 

• Sustaining in 2016: The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 

logo and improved security features were added 

to the Gandhi portrait on the "Mahatma Gandhi 

New Series" banknotes, which were released in 

2016. 

Conclusion 

• Gandhi's Lasting Legacy: The fact that Mahatma 

Gandhi is featured on Indian banknotes is 

evidence of his lasting influence on the history 

and ideals of the country. 

• Challenges to Change: Gandhi's symbolism and 

significance on banknotes are unshakable, 

reflecting his towering prominence in India's 

collective consciousness, despite the numerous 

proposals that have surfaced over the years. 

Lesser known facts about Lal Bahadur 

Shastri 

 

On October 2, India commemorates the birth 

anniversaries of two great leaders: former prime 

minister Lal Bahadur Shastri and Mahatma Gandhi, 

known as the "Father of the Nation." Both leaders made 

important contributions to India's early years of nation-

building and the country's war for independence. 

Lal Bahadur Shastri: A Man of Humble Origins 

[A] Rising from Modest Beginnings 

• Early Challenges: Shastri was born in 

Mughalsarai, Uttar Pradesh, in 1904, and 

experienced hardships from an early age. His 

father died not long after he was born. 

• Ease: Having grown up in a lower middle class 

family, his meagre upbringing was symbolized by 

his mere possession of two kurtas and dhotis. 

• A Name Change: Shastri gave up his birthname 

"Varma" as a sign of his early social 

consciousness. He added the title of "Shastri" 

(one who learns the Shastras) to his name in 

1925 when he obtained it from the Kashi 

Vidyapeeth in Benaras. 

[B] Resignation and Accountability 

• A Serious Accident: In 1956, 112 people lost their 

lives in a catastrophic railway accident in 

Telangana while the Union Minister for Railways 

and Transport was in office. 

• Taking Moral Responsibility: Shastri, who was 

profoundly impacted by the tragedy, submitted 

his resignation to Prime Minister Nehru after 

accepting moral responsibility. Shastri's second 

resignation, in November 1956, following 

another railway catastrophe in Tamil Nadu 

cemented his moral reputation, even though 

Nehru did not accept it at first. 

[C] Championing the Slogan ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’ 

• Shastri returned to the Union Cabinet, holding 

positions including Minister of Commerce and 

Industry and Minister of Home Affairs. 

• Language Assurance: He promised that English 

would continue to be used alongside Hindi as an 

official language in response to worries about 

Hindi dominance. 
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• Economic Challenges: In 1965, Shastri urged 

traders to maintain fair prices, farmers to boost 

production, and consumers to practice 

moderation in the face of increased food 

demand and economic stagnation. "Jai Jawan, Jai 

Kisan" (Hail the army, hail the farmer!) is a 

famous slogan that he created. 

[D] Leadership during the 1965 India-Pakistan War and 

Tashkent Agreement 

• Unforeseen Conflict: After the 1962 war with 

China, Pakistan felt India was weak and launched 

strikes in Jammu and Kashmir, sparking the 1965 

war with Pakistan. 

• Firm Reaction: Shastri gave the go-ahead for an 

Indian counteroffensive, which incited violence 

on both sides. 

• Tashkent Declaration: On January 10, 1966, 

Soviet Premier Aleksey Kosygin welcomed 

General Ayub Khan of Pakistan and Shastri to 

Tashkent, Uzbekistan, where they signed a 

declaration pledging long-term peace. 

• Unexpected Death: Shastri tragically died in 

Tashkent the next day from a heart attack, 

prompting rumors to circulate about what 

happened. That being said, the information that 

is now available rules out the possibility that 

there were other influences. 

Battle of Colachel 

 

An important turning point in the history of India 

occurred during the Battle of Colachel in 1741, when King 

Marthanda Varma led the army of Travancore against 

the Dutch East India Company. The Dutch colonial 

ambitions in India were largely put on hold as it was the 

first instance of an Asian monarchy beating a European 

power. Significant effects of this conflict also extended to 

the creation of the united state of Travancore. 

Travancore’s Complex Landscape Before 1741 

• Previously known as Thiruvithamcode, 

Travancore was a network of south Malabar 

temple states and towns with scattered domains 

and chieftaincies rather than a single state. 

• Leadership of Marthanda Varma: Born in 1705, 

Marthanda Varma rose to prominence and 

focused on uniting the kingdom by annexing 

nearby areas and putting a stop to internal 

dissent. 

• Territorial Expansion: His desire to conquer more 

territory put the rulers of Kayamukulam, Kollam, 

Attingal, and other nearby regions in danger, 

prompting them to ask the Dutch for help 

against Varma. 

• English Connection: The Dutch-Travancore 

relations were further strained by Varma's 

military relations with the English, who supplied 

equipment. 

Factors Leading to the Battle 

• Dutch Resistance: The Dutch readied their forces 

in Colachel to oppose Travancore, alarmed by 

Varma's territorial disputes and aggressive 

expansion. 

• Internal Disagreements: Due to internal disputes 

within the Dutch ranks, a number of Dutch 

officials, including Carl August Duijvenschot, 

deserted to Travancore. 

• Neighboring kings' Instigation: In order to 

protect their borders, the kings of Kayamukulam 

and Cochin incited the Dutch against Varma. 

Battle of Colachel: Unfolds 

• Dutch Aggression: The Dutch committed crimes 

and pillaged the area in February 1741 when 
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they launched raids on a number of villages and 

the army of Travancore. 

• Marthanda Varma responded by sending his 

military chief, Rama Iyer Dalawah, to fight the 

Dutch and defend his realm. 

• International Support: The English joined 

Varma's forces at the siege of Colachel, while the 

French helped him fight the Dutch. 

Siege and Surrender 

• Prolonged Siege: The ongoing assaults and siege 

exhausted Dutch resources and personnel, 

creating a catastrophic state of affairs. 

• Explosion and Surrender: The Dutch were 

severely damaged by a gunpowder explosion 

that took place in Colachel on August 5, 1741. 

They gave up two days later. 

• Result: 389 muskets, cannons, and swords were 

taken by Travancore, and just 24 Dutchmen 

managed to escape. 

• Mukkuvar Community: Travancore's triumph 

was greatly aided by the Mukkuvar fisherman 

community's refusal to provide the Dutch with 

supplies and fortifications. 

Aftermath and Legacy 

• Resilience to Colonial control: Varma's plans for 

growth and opposition to colonial control were 

strengthened by the victory at Colachel. 

• Dutch Retreat: The Dutch signed the Treaty of 

Mavelikkara in 1753, putting an end to their 

domination on the Kerala coast, never entirely 

recovering from their setback. 

• Eustachius De Lannoy, who was captured during 

the fight, was instrumental in providing 

Travancore's soldiers with training and in 

fortifying the area. After 36 years of service, he 

was given the title of "Valia Kappithan," or senior 

admiral, and he served Travancore. 

 

Rare Alupa Dynasty Inscription discovered 

 
During an archeological dig close to Mangaluru, a 

renowned archaeologist uncovered an astounding 

discovery. They discovered an uncommon inscription 

connected to the Alupa dynasty, which provided fresh 

insight into the historical fabric of the area. 

About Alupa Dynasty 

• Alupa Dynasty: The inscription is the earliest 

known reference to the Alupa dynasty, a 

historically significant Tulu Nadu ruling family. 

• Regal Demise: Interestingly, the inscription 

honors the passing of an Alupa king, offering a 

rare window into the past of this antiquated 

dynasty. 

• References to the Siri Cult: The inscription also 

includes terms that allude to the cultural and 

religious customs of the time, such as Siri, Dalya, 

and Chattara (Chatra). 

Archaeological Findings 

• Keerthi Sthamba: The inscription emphasizes 

Kesava's contribution to the construction of a 

Kulashekara Alupendra monument. Within the 

inscription is a pillar known as a Keerthi sthamba, 

which is a reflection of an original pillar in the 

Mangaluru neighborhood of Kulashekara. 

• Fine Details: The inscription, which announces 

the death of Alupendra I and has two panels at 

the top with Kannada script below, features 

characters from the 12th century. 



THE EKLAVYA IAS ACADEMY Phone: 7506701541 / 7506701542 

 

OUR BRANCHES - DADAR (W), GHATKOPAR (E), CHEMBUR (E), NERUL (E), NEW PANVEL 

 

131 

• Royal Illustrations: The inscription's human 

figures stand in for Kulashekara Alupendra. In 

one panel, he is shown carrying a gurani (shield) 

and brandishing a sword in the Tribhanga pose. 

The image of the king next to it shows him sitting 

in a contemplative position with his hands 

resting on his knees. 

Significance in Tuluva History 

• Tuluva Culture: This finding sheds important 

light on the traditions, convictions, and social 

organization of the Alupa dynasty. 

• Soma Cult: There is a link between this area and 

the Soma cult, which was founded in Gujarat in 

the eleventh century AD by Soma Sharma. The 

Someshwara temple, constructed during 

Kulashekara Alupendra's reign as a tribute to 

Soma, is evidence of this blending of cultures. 

Who was Kulashekara Alupendra? 

• The Alupa Legacy: Kulashekara Alupendra I, a 

well-known Alupa king of South Canara, was a 

major historical figure in the area. 

• City Establishment: He established the city of 

Kulashekara in Mangaluru and passed strict laws 

governing temple management, which still have 

an impact on temple governance in the area. 

• Language and Culture: Alupendra I supported 

the preservation and advancement of the Tulu 

language and culture. His rule lasted from 1156 

to 1215 A.D. Based on palaeography, this 

inscription can be dated to the 12th century. 

International Relations 
Operation Ajay to evacuate Indian 

nationals from Israel 

 
India launched Operation Ajay to remove its residents 

who want to leave Israel's unstable situation and return 

home. This operation was announced by External Affairs 

Minister S. Jaishankar, who emphasized the security and 

welfare of Indian nationals living overseas. 

Operation Ajay 

• Evacuation Plan: In order to facilitate the return 

of Indian citizens from Israel, special chartered 

planes as well as other preparations are being 

made. 

• Second Evacuation: This is the second 

evacuation operation of the year, after the 

success of Operation Kaveri in April and May, 

which returned several thousand Indian people 

from the war-torn Sudan. 

Significance: Indian Jewish Community 

• The Jewish community in India has a distinct 

history, having roots dating back more than two 

millennia. 

• India has been a special place on the world map 

because it has been a warm place for them to live 

and prosper without running into anti-Semitism. 

• But when Israel was founded in 1948 and India 

gained her freedom in 1947, the terrain shifted. 

• With this shift, the relationship between India 

and Israel entered a new phase and Indian Jews 

began to migrate back to their holy homeland. 

Diverse Indian Jewish Groups 

Indian Jews can be categorized into four main sects, each 

with its own historical origins and cultural traditions: 

1. Cochin Jews: Tracing their arrival to India back to 

50 CE, they primarily settled in the southern 

region. 

1. Bene Israel: The largest group among Indian 

Jews, they settled in and around Maharashtra 

and Konkan. 
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2. Baghdadi Jews: This group, part of the most 

recent wave of Jewish migration, established 

communities in port cities like Calcutta, Bombay, 

and Rangoon. 

3. Bnei Menashe: Settled in the North East, they 

are another significant segment of Indian Jews. 

Complex Reception in Israel 

The migration of Indian Jews to Israel was not without 

challenges. Israeli society struggled to embrace them 

due to several factors: 

• Internal Divisions: There were significant 

disparities and conflicts among the four Indian 

Jewish communities. The reception of Indian 

Jews was complicated, particularly in the early 

years of migration, by these internal divides as 

well as prejudice from Jews of European 

descent. 

• Discrimination: When the Bene Israel, who were 

mostly from Maharashtra, arrived in Israel, they 

encountered a great deal of discrimination. 

Reports from the 1950s brought to light 

incidents of racism and unfair treatment, such as 

discrimination in employment and housing. 

• Different Reasons: Indian Jews had a variety of 

reasons for moving abroad. Different treatment 

resulted from presumed motives: the Bene Israel 

were viewed as wanting better economic 

possibilities, whereas the Cochin Jews were seen 

as motivated by religious reasons. 

• Economic Disparities: Anger was stoked by the 

disparities in wealth between the four groups. 

Some blamed poverty for the messianic 

ambitions of the Cochin Jews, while the 

Baghdadi Jews believed that the Bene Israel 

lacked adequate theological traditions. 

India-Sri Lanka Ferry Service 

 
PM Modi inaugurated an international, high-speed 

passenger ferry service in Palk Strait between 

Nagapattinam in Tamil Nadu, India, and Kankesanthurai, 

near Jaffna in Sri Lanka. 

India-Sri Lanka Ferry 

• The Tamil Nadu Maritime Board and Shipping 

Corporation of India run the service. 

• It will run every day and take around 3.5 hours 

to travel the distance of 60 nautical miles (110 

kilometers). 

• There is a 50kg free baggage allowance for 

passengers. 

• Through the port of Thoothukudi, the Indo-

Ceylon Express, also known as Board Mail, used 

to run between Chennai and Colombo. 

• But because of the island nation's civil conflict, 

this came to an end in 1982. 

Sri Lanka and Bangladesh to explore RCEP 

Membership 
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Sri Lanka and Bangladesh are considering joining the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

after India’s withdrawal from the trade agreement in 

2019. 

Recent update on RCEP 

• Application from Sri Lanka: In its application, Sri 

Lanka requests cooperation from China, 

Malaysia, Indonesia, Japan, and Thailand in 

order to become a member of the RCEP. 

• ultimate Decision on RCEP participation by 

Bangladesh: Following its elections in January 

2024, Bangladesh is anticipated to make a 

definitive decision on RCEP participation. 

India’s Stance on RCEP 

• Due to worries about the mobility of services, a 

possible influx of Chinese goods, and opposition 

from small enterprises and indigenous farmers, 

India withdrew from the RCEP negotiations in 

2019. 

• No Return Indication: India has not shown any 

indication that it will reevaluate its choice to 

leave the RCEP. 

Reasons for Sri Lanka and Bangladesh’s Interest 

• Learning from Crisis: Sri Lanka aims to expand its 

market and boost competitiveness because it 

recognizes the value of regional markets in times 

of crisis. 

• As Bangladesh prepares to leave the Least 

Developed Countries list in 2026, participation in 

the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) might mitigate possible 

export losses and streamline free trade 

agreements. 

Polity 
How MPs ask Questions in Lok Sabha? 

 
The Lok Sabha Ethics Committee and the Central Bureau 

of Investigation (CBI) are questioning a parliamentarian 

on her purported involvement in "cash for query" 

allegations. This has brought attention to the significance 

and protocol of submitting questions to the Lok Sabha. 

Procedure for Raising Questions 

• Rules and Instructions: The "Rules of Procedure 

and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha" (Rules 32 

to 54) and the Speaker of the Lok Sabha's 

Instructions (10 to 18) govern the procedure for 

raising questions. 

• Submission of Notice: If more than one question 

is filed, MPs must start the procedure by sending 

a notice to the Secretary-General of the Lok 

Sabha that includes the content of the question, 

the relevant Minister, the preferred date for the 

answer, and the order of preference. 

• Limitations: MPs may send up to five notices per 

day for both written and oral responses; any 

more notices will be carried over to the next 

session day. 
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• Notice Period: A question typically has a notice 

period of at least 15 days. 

• Submission Methods: Members of Parliament 

may use paper forms that are accessible in the 

Parliamentary Notice Office or the internet 

"Member's Portal" with their login information 

to submit notices. 

Conditions for Admissibility of Questions 

• The admissibility of questions is governed by a 

number of criteria, including a word limit of 150, 

the proscription of arguments and defamatory 

remarks, the avoidance of character or conduct 

references unless speaking in an official role, and 

the disapproval of inquiries pertaining to 

policies. 

• Legal Matters: Inadmissible questions are those 

that relate to cases that are pending in court or 

that might jeopardize the integrity and unity of 

the country. 

Types of Questions 

• Starred Questions: Members ask the Minister-in-

Charge starred questions in order to receive an 

oral response. There is a limit of 20 questions 

stated for oral responses each day, and 

submission of these questions must occur at 

least 15 days in advance. 

• Unstarred Questions: In addition to requiring 

submission 15 days in advance, unstarred 

questions are answered in writing by the 

Ministry. There is a daily cap of 230 open 

questions with written responses. 

• Short Notice Questions: With a good 

justification, questions about pressing public 

issues may be raised with less than ten days' 

notice. 

• Questions to Private Members: These are 

directed at the member directly and are asked 

when the topic is one of the bills, resolutions, or 

House-related issues that the member is 

responsible for. 

Importance of Raising Questions 

• MPs possess an innate and unlimited 

parliamentary power to ask questions, which 

functions as a legislative check on executive 

activities. 

• Information and Criticism: By asking probing 

questions, ministers can uncover inefficiencies, 

assess government programs, uncover 

administration and activity information, and be 

prompted to take remedial action. 

• Government Feedback: Parliamentary 

commissions, inquiries, or legislative acts may 

result from queries posed to the public about 

attitudes toward administration and policy. 

How are Symbols allotted to Political 

Parties in India? 

 
A recent Supreme Court decision declining a plea by a 

political party in Telangana, questioning the allocation of 

election symbols, has thrown the spotlight on the 

intriguing world of political symbols in India.  

Symbols Allocation Authority: ECI 

• Symbol allocation to political parties is the 

responsibility of the ECI, which follows The 

Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) 

Order, 1968. 

• During elections, this order seeks to control 

symbol specification, reservation, choice, and 

allotment. 

Types of Election Symbols 

• Reserved and Free Symbols: Symbols can be 

designated as "free" symbols, which are selected 

by candidates from unrecognized registered 
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parties, or as reserved symbols, which are only 

assigned to recognized political parties. Parties 

that have not satisfied the requirements for 

state party recognition are considered 

unrecognized. 

• unique Symbols: As a mark of their established 

status, recognized national and state parties are 

awarded unique symbols. 

Symbol Selection by Parties 

• Preference Lists: From the free symbol pool, ten 

favorite symbols are provided by unrecognized 

parties. 

• Proposal of New Symbols: Parties may suggest 

up to three new symbols for consideration, as 

long as they don't portray animals or birds, have 

religious or community overtones, or mimic 

reserved or free symbols. 

• Common Symbol Assignment: If the ECI 

determines that a proposed symbol is 

appropriate, it may designate it as the party's 

common symbol. 

Historical Origins of Symbols 

• Drawing Process: MS Sethi, who left the ECI in 

1992, drew the symbols at first. The idea behind 

these symbols was to find objects that the 

average person could relate to through 

brainstorming sessions. 

• The genesis of many well-known symbols, like 

the bicycle, elephant, and broom, can be traced 

back to these meetings. 

• Nontraditional Submissions: A variety of less 

well-known symbols, such as a necktie, a pair of 

glasses, and a nail clipper, were also proposed, 

demonstrating the range of concepts. 

• Modern Additions: As time has gone on, new 

symbols that represent modern times have been 

added to the list, such as a bowl of noodles and 

a smartphone charger. 

Political Parties’ Say 

• Submission of Preferences: Unregistered parties 

provide their choices for symbols from the 

available list. 

• New Symbol Proposal: Parties may submit up to 

three distinct new symbols, each with a distinct 

design and illustration. 

• Requirements for Approval: Suggested symbols 

cannot represent animals or birds, have religious 

or societal overtones, or mimic currently used 

restricted or free emblems. 

Symbol Allocation in Split Parties 

• ECI Decision: The ECI decides which symbol to 

assign when officially recognized political parties 

split. For instance, splits led to the evolution of 

the Congress party's emblem from a pair of bulls 

to the current hand sign. 

• A recent example is when the ECI gave distinct 

insignia to rival Shiv Sena factions, letting one 

keep the bow and arrow symbol while giving the 

other side a flaming torch. 

Conclusion 

• The ECI's guidelines control the careful process 

of allocating election emblems in India. 

• In political campaigns, these symbols are 

extremely important since they symbolize the 

identities and philosophies of the various 

parties. 

• Gaining knowledge of the complex history of 

symbol allocation might help one better 

understand India's ever-changing political 

environment. 

Article 142 of the Constitution 

 
Using its unusual constitutional authority under Article 

142, the Supreme Court has provided full justice to a 
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fifty-year-old man who had battled the postal 

department for almost thirty years, refusing to hire him 

even though his name was highly qualified. 

What is Article 142? 

Article 142 titled ‘Enforcement of decrees and orders of 

the Supreme Court and orders as to discovery, etc.’ has 

two clauses: 

[1] Article 142(1) 

• In the course of exercising its authority, the 

Supreme Court may issue any decree or order 

required to ensure that any case or matter that 

is before it receives full and fair justice. 

• Any such order or decree that is made or passed 

will be binding on all of India. 

• It can be done in the way specified by or under 

any law passed by Parliament, and until such 

time as a provision is made, it can be done in the 

way that the President specifies by order. 

[2] Article 142(2) 

• The Supreme Court will have complete authority 

to issue whatever orders necessary to ensure 

that someone appears, that documents are 

found or produced, that any contempt of court 

is looked into, or that someone is punished. 

Important instances when Article 142 was invoked 

• In the Bhopal Gas tragedy case, the Supreme 

Court decided that "prohibitions or limitations or 

provisions contained in ordinary laws cannot, 

ipso facto, act as prohibitions or limitations on 

the constitutional powers under Article 142" and 

granted the victims $470 million in 

compensation. 

• Case involving the demolition of the Babri 

Masjid: The Supreme Court directed the Center 

to draft a plan for the establishment of a trust so 

that Ram Mandir could be built at the site of the 

Masjid in Ayodhya. 

• Liquor sale ban case: To combat drunk driving, 

the Supreme Court outlawed liquor stores 500 

meters or less from both State and National 

roadways. 

• Ex-PM Assassin case: The Supreme Court used 

Article 142(1) in the Perarivalan case to grant 

itself the authority to issue any order required to 

ensure that any matter before it is fully tried. 

Science, Technology, Art & Culture 
Karman Line: The Boundary of Space 

 
Boundaries are essential to scientific understanding 

because they give things that could otherwise blend 

together clarity and distinction. The Karman Line is one 

such important boundary that is essential for 

distinguishing Earth's atmosphere from space. 

What is Karman Line? 

• Situated 100 kilometers above sea level, the 

Karman Line is an imaginary border. 

• Establishing the boundary between Earth's 

atmosphere and the vastness of space is its main 

purpose. 

• Most nations and space organizations recognize 

this distinction, despite the fact that not all 

scientists and space explorers do. 

• It was originally founded in the 1960s by the 

Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI), an 

organization in charge of maintaining records. 

• When someone crosses the Karman Line, they 

are considered astronauts. 

Challenges to the Karman Line’s Significance 

• Nature seldom follows limits drawn by humans. 
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• Crossing the Karman Line physically has no 

significant impact. 

• There is not much variation in air pressure or 

composition in the nearby area. 

• Both the atmosphere and Earth's gravitational 

pull continue past this point. 

Why is the Karman Line relevant? 

• Airspace Regulation: The main function of the 

Karman Line is to control airspace. It denotes a 

roughly defined altitude over which traditional 

airplanes cannot function efficiently. Beyond this 

point, propulsion technologies are needed for 

aircraft to overcome Earth's gravitational pull. 

• Legal Reference: The Karman Line serves as a 

legal dividing line between space and airspace, 

which are areas that governments are able to 

claim. The fact that outer space is managed in a 

manner akin to that of international waters 

highlights the significance of this border in 

relation to governance and law. 

Medicine Nobel Prize 2023 for mRNA 

Vaccine Discovery 

 
The 2023 Nobel laureates in medicine, Katalin Kariko and 

Drew Weissman, have garnered recognition for their 

revolutionary advancements in the realm of mRNA 

technology. Their research has revolutionized our 

knowledge of how mRNA interacts with the immune 

system, which has sped up the creation of vaccines, 

especially in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

What is mRNA? 

 
• A single-stranded RNA (ribonucleic acid) 

molecule corresponding to one of a gene's DNA 

strands is known as messenger RNA (mRNA). 

• The gene's mRNA is an RNA version that travels 

from the cell nucleus to the cytoplasm, where 

proteins are produced. 

• An organelle known as a ribosome travels along 

the mRNA during protein synthesis, scans its 

base sequence, and uses the genetic code to 

convert each codon—a triplet made up of three 

bases—into an amino acid. 

What are mRNA vaccines? 

 
• These vaccines work by utilizing messenger RNA 

molecules, which instruct cells within the body 

what kinds of proteins to produce. 

• In this instance, the mRNA is programmed to 

instruct the cells to synthesize the spike protein 
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of the Covid-19-causing coronavirus, SARS-CoV-

2. 

• The coronavirus's spike protein, which is visible 

as spikes on its surface, is what starts the 

infection process by enabling the virus to enter 

cells and then multiply. 

• Once administered into the body, an mRNA-

based coronavirus vaccine will direct the body's 

cells to produce duplicates of the spike protein. 

• It is anticipated that this will then cause the 

immune cells to produce antibodies in order to 

combat it. 

• When and if the actual virus penetrates the 

human body, these antibodies will stay in the 

blood and combat it. 

What are other types of vaccines? 

(1) Vector vaccine: 

• This kind of vaccination uses genetic material 

from the COVID-19 virus inserted into a viral 

vector, which is a modified form of another virus. 

• Your cells receive genetic material from the 

COVID-19 virus through the viral vector, which 

instructs your cells to replicate the S protein. 

• Your immune system reacts to the S proteins on 

your cells' surfaces by producing antibodies and 

protective white blood cells. 

• The antibodies will combat the COVID-19 virus if 

you subsequently contract it. 

(2) Protein subunit vaccine: 

• Only the portions of a virus that optimally 

stimulate your immune system are included in 

subunit vaccinations. 

• The COVID-19 vaccine of this kind includes safe S 

proteins. 

• Your immune system produces protective white 

blood cells and antibodies as soon as it detects 

the S proteins. 

• The antibodies will combat the COVID-19 virus if 

you subsequently contract it. 

Physics Nobel for Electron Dynamics 

 
Anne L’Huillier, Pierre Agostini, and Ferenc Krausz have 

been honored the 2023 Physics Nobel Prize for their 

groundbreaking experiments, providing humanity with 

new tools to explore the inner workings of electrons 

within atoms and molecules. 

Measuring Rapid Electron Processes 

• Tracking electron motion: Their efforts have 

made it possible to produce incredibly brief light 

pulses that last barely ato-seconds (1×10−18 of a 

second), which make it possible to measure the 

blazingly quick processes that electrons go 

through to migrate or alter their energy. 

• Observing Subatomic Motion: Real-time 

observation is impossible due to the incredible 

speeds at which electrons, the minuscule 

particles that circle the atomic nucleus, move. 

• High-Shutter-Speed Analogy: To obtain clear 

photos, a high-shutter-speed camera must 

freeze motion. This is how the trio's research 

works. In a similar vein, they have used 

incredibly brief light pulses to "freeze" electron 

motion. 

Their Journey to Success 

• The discovery made by Anne L'Huillier in 1987 

was that certain electrons might receive 

additional energy from laser light waves 

interacting with noble gases, leading to the 

emission of light. She carried on refining this 

idea. 
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• Pierre Agostini's Breakthrough: Agostini 

produced a series of light pulses in 2001 that 

lasted only 250 attoseconds. 

• What Ferenc Krausz Gave: Krausz's research 

simultaneously isolated individual 650 

attosecond light pulses, yielding priceless 

insights into atomic processes. 

Significance of their Work 

• Unveiling Electron World: Their work—known as 

atto-second physics—has made it possible to 

comprehend mechanisms that are controlled by 

electrons. 

• Eva Olsson's Perspective: Eva Olsson, Chair of the 

Nobel Committee for Physics, said that this 

discovery opens up new avenues for 

understanding electron-driven events and 

investigating their useful applications. 

• Possible Use in Medicine: Using these methods 

to study molecular-level changes in blood could 

help identify diseases. 

• Cutting Edge Electronics: Developing a greater 

comprehension of electrons can help create 

electronic gadgets that are more effective. 

Chemistry Nobel for Quantum Dots 

discovery 

 

The 2023 Nobel Prize in Chemistry has been awarded to 

Moungi G. Bawendi, Louis E. Brus and Alexei I. Ekimov for 

the discovery and synthesis of quantum dots. 

About the Nobel Laureates 

• Alexei Ekimov was born in the former Soviet 

Union in 1945 and completed his doctorate at 

the Ioffe Physical-Technical Institute in 1974. At 

Nanocrystals Technology Inc. in New York, USA, 

he previously held the position of Chief Scientist. 

• Louis Brus: A professor at Columbia University, 

Brus was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1943. In 

1969, he earned his PhD there. 

• Moungi Bawendi was born in Paris in 1961 and 

reared in France, Tunisia, and the United States. 

The University of Chicago awarded Bawendi a 

PhD in 1988. At the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT), in the United States, he 

teaches. 

What are Quantum Dots? 

• Man-made nanoscale crystals known as 

quantum dots (QDs) are prized for their special 

optical and electrical characteristics. 

• When exposed to UV light, they can emit a 

variety of colors and transport electrons. 

• Theoretical ideas from the 1970s led to the 

successful synthesis of these artificially created 

semiconductor nanoparticles in the early 1980s. 

• Quantum effects cause small semiconductor 

particles to change their optical characteristics 

with respect to size. 

Working Principle 

• Size Matters: Because wavelength (color) and 

energy levels are related, quantum dots can 

control light output based on size. They may emit 

or absorb particular colors of light by adjusting 

the size of their particles. 

• Versatile Structures: There are many different 

types of quantum dots, and their characteristics 

are influenced by their size, shape, composition, 

and structure. They have a wide range of 

possible applications and can be used as active 

materials in single-electron transistors. 
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Contributions of Ekimov, Brus, and Bawendi 

• Ekimov's Soviet Discovery: Due to the limitations 

imposed by the Iron Curtain, Ekimov's 

groundbreaking discoveries in this field from 

1981 remained mostly unnoticed. 

• Brus's Independent Revelation: In the United 

States, Brus was utilizing cadmium sulfide 

particles to capture solar energy without being 

aware of Ekimov's research. He noticed that the 

size-dependent quantum effect was 

demonstrated by the fact that smaller particles 

absorbed light at various wavelengths. 

• Bawendi's Innovations: Bawendi refined the 

processes for producing particles, which 

increased the quality of nanocrystals and 

allowed more scientists to investigate the special 

qualities of quantum dots. 

Applications of Quantum Dots 

• In electronics, quantum dots are essential to 

QLED technology, which is utilized in computer 

and TV screens. They also provide different color 

temperatures by adjusting the light in LED lamps. 

• Biochemistry and Medicine: In biochemistry, 

quantum dots are utilized for the mapping of 

cells and organs. In medicine, their potential for 

tracking cancerous tissue within the body is 

being investigated. To accelerate chemical 

reactions, chemists take advantage of their 

catalytic abilities. 

Indian-Built ARTIP Technology 

Revolutionizes Astronomy 

 

With the aid of South Africa's MeerKAT Telescope, India's 

Automated Radio Telescope Image Processing Pipeline 

(ARTIP) technology has enabled some amazing 

discoveries from far-off galaxies. The Square Kilometre 

Array (SKA) Telescope, renowned for its exceptional 

sensitivity and capacity for sky surveys, is preceded by 

MeerKAT. To fully utilize MeerKAT's potential for 

ground-breaking research, ARTIP's state-of-the-art 

picture data processing is essential. 

What is ARTIP? 

• Creation by Thoughtworks: The international 

technology consulting business Thoughtworks 

created ARTIP at its Bengaluru and Pune, India, 

offices. 

• Automation of Data Processing: This partnership 

has been working to automate data processing, 

imaging, calibration, and flagging, among other 

crucial operations, since 2017. 

How ARTIP operates? 

• Configurability: ARTIP is a highly flexible and 

configurable system that is intended to process 

data supplied by MeerKAT. Although it was 

designed with MeerKAT in mind, its flexibility 

enables it to handle data from VLA class 

telescopes as well as uGMRT. 

• Pipeline Components: The pipeline is divided 

into four distinct sub-pipelines that serve distinct 

phases of the data processing workflow: 

diagnostics, cube imaging, continuum imaging, 

and calibration. 

• Calibration (ARTIP-CAL): This part extracts the 

target source of interest by calibrating data 

against recognized astronomical sources. 

• Cube Imaging (ARTIP-CUBE): This component is 

then utilized to create sky images based on the 

calibrated target. 

• The goal of the Continuum Imaging (ARTIP-

CONT) process is to produce images using the 

calibrated data. 

• Diagnostics (ARTIP-DIAGNOSTICS): It serves as a 

pipeline for quality assurance and offers 
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analytical insights into data processing and 

quality. 

Impactful Discoveries by ARTIP 

• Detection of the Hydroxyl Radical (OH): ARTIP 

has made important discoveries, such as 

identifying the hydroxyl radical (OH), a necessary 

chemical species present in a far-off galaxy's 

atmosphere. 

• Hydrogen Atom Identification: It has also been 

instrumental in the identification of large 

hydrogen atoms (also known as Rydberg atoms) 

in a different far-off galaxy. 

• Scientific Acknowledgment: The worldwide 

astronomical publication Proceedings of Science 

has recognized the MALS data processing using 

ARTIP for its contributions to these discoveries. 

CAR-T Cell Therapy approved for Cancer 

 
The revolutionary cancer treatment known as CAR-T 

(Chimeric Antigen Receptor-T) cell therapy, created by 

the IIT-Bombay spin-off ImmunoACT, has received 

market authorization from the Drug Controller General 

of India (DCGI). The path for its commercial introduction 

in India is paved by this authorization. 

About CAR-T Cell Therapy 

What is it? 

• Chimeric antigen receptor T cell therapy is referred 

to as CAR-T cell therapy. 

• This kind of cancer immunotherapy makes use of the 

patient's own T cells, which have been genetically 

altered in a lab to improve their capacity to identify 

and eliminate cancer cells. 

How does it work? 

• White blood cells called T cells are in charge of 

recognizing and combating infection and disease. 

• Antigens are substances or compounds that the 

immune system recognizes, and each T cell has a 

receptor capable of identifying them. 

• Antigens present in cancer cells may be recognized 

by the immune system as normal, so enabling the 

malignancy to elude the immunological response. 

• In the lab, CAR-T cells are genetically modified to 

express a novel receptor that binds to cancer cells 

and kills them. 

Therapy Process 

The process involves several steps, including: 

1. Collecting T Cells: Blood is drawn from the patient’s 

arm, and T cells are separated from the blood using an 

apheresis machine. 

2. Engineering T Cells: In a laboratory, the T cells are 

modified by adding a manufactured CAR, and they are 

allowed to multiply and grow. 

3. Infusing CAR-T Cells: Once enough CAR-T cells are 

prepared, they are injected back into the patient’s arm. 

• Chemotherapy may be recommended before CAR-T 

cell infusion to enhance treatment effectiveness. 

• The process can take place in an outpatient infusion 

center or a hospital setting. 

Cancers Treated 

• Certain cancers respond well to CAR-T cell therapy, 

especially when other therapies are failing. 

• At the moment, the FDA has approved it for the 

treatment of hematological malignancies, such as 

multiple myeloma, lymphoma, and leukemia. 

Egypt attains WHO ‘Gold Tier’ status in 

Hepatitis C Elimination 
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Egypt has become the first country to achieve the World 

Health Organization’s “gold tier” status on the path to 

elimination of Hepatitis C. 

Egypt’s “Gold Tier” Status 

• Strict Requirements: In order to qualify for the 

"gold tier," Egypt had to meet a number of 

requirements, such as guaranteeing 100% blood 

and injection safety, supplying injectable drug 

users with at least 150 needles or syringes 

annually, diagnosing and treating more than 80% 

of people with chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV), 

and setting up a surveillance program for liver 

cancer and other hepatitis sequelae. 

• Exemplary Outcomes: Egypt has surpassed the 

WHO's gold tier targets by diagnosing 87% of its 

hepatitis C patients and treating 93% of those 

cases with curative therapy. 

How did Egypt achieve this? 

• "100 Million Healthy Lives" Initiative: According 

to the Africa CDC, Egypt's bold program 

significantly decreased the prevalence of 

hepatitis C, which was 10% in 2016 and down to 

5% in 2018 and less than 1% in 2019. 

• Leadership Role: Egypt offers assistance to other 

African nations in an effort to duplicate its 

accomplishments in the eradication of hepatitis 

C, including expanding access to reasonably 

priced treatment. 

How do some Cancer Cells survive 

Chemotherapy? 

 
A new study by researchers at the Netherlands Cancer 

Institute examined drug resistance in cancer cells, with a 

particular emphasis on resistance to the medication 

taxol. It examined the relationship between 

chemotherapy and cancer recurrence, specifically when 

a tiny percentage of cancer cells evade treatment and go 

dormant, which may trigger a disease comeback. 

Chemotherapy and its limitations 

• Uncontrolled and fast cell division is a hallmark 

of cancer cells. 

• Chemotherapeutic medications work to stop this 

proliferation by frequently causing apoptosis, or 

programmed cell death, in reaction to stopped 

cell division. 

• Unfortunately, there are negative side effects 

from this method as well, as it affects healthy 

dividing cells. 

Fine-Tuning Cancer Treatment 

• Finding an adequate medication dosage that 

eradicates cancer cells while limiting 

excruciating side effects for patients is a 

difficulty faced by oncologists. 

• The creation of antibody-drug conjugates 

(ADCs), which target particular proteins mostly 

present on cancer cells while sparing non-

cancerous cells, has been one strategy. 

Unraveling Drug Resistance 

• P-gp Protein: P-gp, or permeability glycoprotein, 

is a protein that functions as a pump to evacuate 

harmful substances, such as chemotherapy 

drugs, from cancer cells. This allows some cancer 

cells to evade medication therapies. 
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• ABCB1 Gene: The ABCB1 gene regulates the 

production of P-gp. Cells that overproduce P-gp 

are able to drain away chemotherapeutic 

medicines, preventing them from building up to 

the necessary amounts to cause apoptosis. 

Role of Cellular Location 

• Recent Findings: The placement of the ABCB1 

gene within the cell nucleus is critical for 

understanding how sensitive cells are to Taxol. 

• Nuclear Envelope: The ABCB1 gene is situated in 

close proximity to the nuclear envelope in cells 

that are sensitive. The amount of RNA connected 

to the ABCB1 gene has increased 100-fold in 

resistant cells as a result of the gene's 

detachment from the envelope and subsequent 

movement inside the nucleus. 

Key Protein: Lamin B Receptor (LBR) 

• Influence of Lamin B Receptor (LBR): 

Researchers have shown that the ABCB1 gene's 

position is influenced by the presence or lack of 

a protein known as LBR. 

• LBR depletion: When cells are exposed to Taxol, 

they can activate the ABCB1 gene. Nevertheless, 

ABCB1 expression does not increase right away 

when the LBR gene is absent, suggesting the 

presence of other mechanisms. 

• Diverse Reactions: The many ways that different 

cancer types react to LBR depletion underscore 

the intricate processes that control gene 

expression and silencing. 

• An example that highlights the diversity is this 

one: While different cancer cell types rely on 

different ways to bind genes to the nuclear 

envelope, bathrooms offer a variety of 

alternatives for drying clothes. 

Significance 

• These results highlight the need for more 

investigation into the various mechanisms by 

which cancer cells express or repress genes. 

• By comprehending the mechanisms underlying 

drug resistance, solutions to preserve the 

effectiveness of anti-cancer medications while 

reducing their negative effects can be 

developed, ultimately helping patients on their 

road to recovery. 

Places in news: Edakkal Caves 

 
Kerala Tourism has launched a project to improve civic 

amenities around the Edakkal Caves in Wayanad, known 

for its rock art from prehistoric times. 

About Edakkal Caves 

• The Edakkal Caves are located on Ambukutty 

Mala, a notable hill in the area, in Kerala's 

Wayanad district. 

• It's not your average cave; rather, it's a naturally 

occurring fissure, cleft, or rock shelter formed 

when a chunk of rock splits off from the main 

body. 

• British police officer Fred Fawcett made the 

discovery in 1890. 

• The locals believe that Rama's sons, Lava and 

Kusha, formed the caves, also known as 

"Ampukuthy Mala," by shooting arrows at the 

mountain. 

Significance of the caves 

• Historical Significance: The caverns have 

historical significance since they are located 

close to an old trade route that links the ports of 

the Malabar Coast with the high mountains of 

Mysore. 

• Writings in Pictures: The Edakkal Caves include 

visual records from the Neolithic era that are 

thought to have been created at least 6,000 BCE. 
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• Unusual Stone Age Carvings: These are the sole 

known examples of Mesolithic-era sculptures 

from South India and are extremely rare. 

• Cultural Significance: The discovered 

petroglyphs show a rich cultural and historical 

legacy, including human and animal figures, 

objects used by people, and mysterious symbols 

that have not yet been decoded. 

• Indus Valley Connection: There has been 

conjecture on a potential link to the Indus Valley 

civilization as a result of some of the paintings 

discovered in the Edakkal Caves, especially those 

depicting a “man with jar cup."

Security Issues 
UAPA invoked against Media agency 

 
Why in news? 

• Reports against NewsClick: According to the 

NewsClick Federal Investigation Report, the 

company received illicit funds from China via the 

United States. 

• Provisions of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Act (UAPA): The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(FIR) makes reference to multiple sections of the 

UAPA, primarily to Section 16, which addresses 

the penalties for terrorist acts. 

Understanding UAPA Provisions 

*Section 15 – Definition of “Terrorist Act” 

• The UAPA's Section 15 defines "terrorist act" and 

stipulates minimum five-year to life 

imprisonment. When an act results in death, the 

penalty is either death or life in jail. 

• Acts of a grave and violent nature that could 

jeopardize India's sovereignty, unity, integrity, 

security, or economy are included in this section. 

• It include acts like utilizing explosives, causing 

property damage or fatalities, stopping vital 

services, and undermining the stability of the 

currency through counterfeiting. 

Other UAPA Provisions Invoked 

• Unlawful conduct (Section 13): This section 

addresses unlawful conduct and their 

repercussions. 

• The topic of raising money for terrorist acts is 

covered in Section 17: Raising Funds for Terrorist 

Acts. 

• Section 18: Conspiracy: Terrorist act-related 

conspiracy is covered in this section. 

• Section 22(C) - Offenses by Companies, Trusts: 

This section addresses offenses carried out by 

trusts and companies. 

• cited sections of the IPC: IPC sections 120B 

(criminal conspiracy) and 153 A (promoting 

hatred between different communities) are also 

included in the FIR. 

Understanding the UAPA Framework 

• Distinctive Criminal Law Framework: The UAPA 

offers a criminal law framework that is distinct 

from the fundamental ideas of criminal law. 

• Enhanced State Powers: The UAPA gives the 

state more authority than the Indian Penal Code 

(IPC). 

• Bail Provisions: The UAPA loosens the deadlines 

for the state to file chargesheets while imposing 

strict bail requirements. 

• Refusing Bail: The court must present a "prima 

facie" case against the accused in order to refuse 

bail under the UAPA. 

• Prima Facie Definition: The Supreme Court 

provided a restricted definition of "prima facie" 
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in 2019, holding that the court must take the 

"totality of the case" as put out by the state 

rather than examining the facts or evidence. 

• Paragraph 43D(5): According to this clause, if the 

Public Prosecutor hasn't been consulted 

regarding the application for release, a person 

who is charged with a crime under Chapters IV or 

VI of the UAPA will not be released on bail or 

their own bond. 

• Opinion of the Court: If the court determines 

that there are good reasons to suspect that the 

charges against the accused are initially 

accurate, it may refuse to grant bail. 

Conclusion 

• The FIR against NewsClick under the UAPA 

underscores the seriousness of the allegations 

and the complex legal framework surrounding 

such cases. 

 

 

 




